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FABRICS PIE

t%

POWERLOOM

59%

KHADI
(Silk & Wool)

MILLS
HANDLOOM, STATE-WISE

ANDHRA PRADESH ASSAM

UNITS .. 18lakh  'UNITS 12.4]akh
WORKERS 36lakh  WORKERS 16.41akh
LOOMS 125lakh  LOOMS 111 lakh

TAMIL NADU . BILAR

© UNTS - 19kakh UNITS 25000
. WORKERS ° 35lakh - WORKERS 43,000
15lakh * LOOMS 15,000

t LOOMS &

’

- YWEST BENGAL ARIPUR

T UNITS 41lakh  UNITS 1.8lakh
WORKERS 78lakh = WORKERS 2.21akh
LOOMS 31lakh  LOOMS 1.91akh

Source: Handloom Census, 2009- 10 (latest available data)
and 1995-96; Ministry of Textiles

25%

y India’s handloom industry needs
10lding to get back on its feet

Ayear ago, Narendra Mod1 promlsed a better deal o
to the weavers of his constituency Varanasi. It will
need abetter handloom policy, access to credit
and markets and an 1nfrastructure of support

SHINY VARGHESE‘

_ NEWDELHI,JUNE2"

FOR NARENDRA Modi, the revival of hand-

{oomin his constituency Varanasiwas a re-

*peated and emotive campaign promise. Last

month, days before the government com-

pleted ayearin office;a delegatlon of design-

ers led by BJP politician Shaina NC met with
Textiles Minister Santosh:Kumar Gangwar.
Among the initiatives proposed at the meet-
ing were setting up dyeing centres, providing

subsidised yarn, a campaign for handloom

along the lines of Incredible India, and a na-

tionwide series of exhibitions to establish _

c1a551cal handloom cle51gn benchmarks
Handloom

makes upjust over atenth of India’s total fab-
ricproduction.A spectacular rangeis created

by weavers across the country, from the -

Madras checks and Kanchipuram weaves of

* Tamil Nadu to pashmina and shahtoosh of
. J&K, from the tie-and-dyes of Gujarat and
‘Rajastban to the eri and mugasilks of Assam.

. Powerloom

Powerloom accounts for nearly 60% of

fabrics and, because it is mechanised, works -
‘nearly 10 times faster than handloom. Costs

differ, but the gap is massive: handloom can
cost Rs 500/metre to create, while the same

“fabric could be woven on a powerloomfor Rs

30/metre. Average investment in a power-
loom could be Rs 15,000, three times that of
handloom. But many handloom motifs and
patterns cannot be replicated on powerloom.

Saving the loom

The Handloom (Reservation and Articles
for Production) Act, 1985, defined handloom
as “any loom other than powerloom”, and
included 22 items such as pure siflk and cot-
ton saris, lungis, dress material, and towels.
The list was whittled down to 11 items in the
mid 90s. 1n 2012, a new definition was pro-
posed: “Handloom means any loom other
than powerloom; and includes any hybrid
loom onwhich at least one process of weav-
ing require manual intervention or human
energy for preduction.”

Changes in Act
Powerloom associations want the ;:)m«

tection for handloom loosened. Association |

representattves met officials in April to de-

- manid saris be removed from the piotected

category. A month earlier, a mermorandum

. -was submitted to the govemment seekmg

the removal of both saris and hingis from the
list, What if the protection islifted? -
m Powerloom fabric could be passed off

~ashandioom: Already, because the enforce-

ment of the Act is slack, over 70% of fabric
sold as khadi and handloom is powerloom.

. B Massive job losses will follow.
Handloorm reqires at least six workers from
start to finish, including dyeing, starching,
spooling, weaving, ironingand tying up loose
ends. Powerloom needs one worker to op-
erate the loom.

MAsthe mdustry becomes unremuner-

ative, centuries-old technique and skills
. * could be lost permanently. India as a whole
. " willlose aglobal USP.
Handloom, or fabric woven by hand .

M A negative environmental impact will

follow the wider spread of the powerlgom.

Handloom is sustalnable W1th a small car-
bon footprint. '

| What can be ddne?

This is what some expetts say.

RITU SETHI, CHAIRPERSON CRAFF ‘

REVIVALTRUST: Have separate policies for
powerloom and handloom, ensuring that
powerloom policy does not cannibalise
handloom.: Handloom is the second largest
industry after agriculture, givingmillions di-
rectand indirect employmeit, and deserves
its own mlmstry

MAQBOOL HASSAN, MASTER WEAVER,
VARANASI: Have a handloom mark like the
gold hall’r_nark to cettify authenticity. ‘

JAYATI GHOSH, ECONOMIST: Give hand-
loomweavers access to markets, knowledge,
credit. Get texttile experts on board as deci-
sion-makers.

DEEPIKA GOVIND, FASHION DESIGNER:
Teach weaving in schools to instil pride in
students in urban areas and give a sense of
purpose to weavers. Increase market con-
nect for weavers from remote areas.

LAILA TYABJI, FOUNDER, DASTKAR:
Government should invest in pre- -Joomand
post-loom stages to ensure handloom
weavers get finance, timely raw material and
market access. Dot concentrate only onde-
sign and promotion.
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Raymond: Raymond
- launched its ‘Raymond
Linen’ in Kolkata on
Tuesday as anew cat-
egory mitiative The prod-
‘uct will be available
across 750 Raymond
storesall over the coun-
try, the company said
in a statement. SNS
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Around 95 percent
of pashmina

in Kashmir is

now processed
through power
looms because
they offer a better
margin of profit

eaving troubles in Kashmir

Kashmir’s handmade pashmina shawls have long been threatened by
‘power looms outside the state. The problem has now spread within

ashmir’s fabled handcrafted
pashmina shawls could soon

be a thing of the past. The pro-
liferation of‘'machine-made pashmina
products has become a big threat to the
livelihood of the states artisans who
have been spinning and weaving pash-
mina for ages. According to the Jammu
and Kashmir handicraft department,
the export of pashmina shawls fell from
Rs579.72 crore in 2013-14 to Rs 368.20
crore in 2014-15, declining by around
26 percent. This is a second blow to
Kashmiri weavers after the trade of
shahtoosh shawls was banned in 2000.
Around 95 percent of pashmina

in Kashmir is now processed through
power looms because they offer a bet-
ter margin of profit. These looms are
not registered for making pashmina
products but operate illegally. The pro-
liferation of machine-made pashmina
has also made the craft lose its purity

because the wool has to be mixed with .

nylon or angora to make it survive
the strain of mechanical weaving. The
sharp fall in handmade pashmina was
also admitted by the Union Minister
of State (independent charge) for Tex-
tiles, Santosh Kumar Gangwar while
replying to a question in the Lok Sabha
on May 7.

'The problem started about a decade
ago when industries in textile hubs
like Ludhiana and Amritsar in Punjab
began manufacturing pashmina shawls.
At that time, there was a demand that
pashmina items made in Kashmir be
given a Geographical Indication (GI)
certificate to differentiate them from
machine-made pashmina. This was
granted in 2005. But now; when indus-
tries in Kashmir have started manu-
facturing pashmina, GI tag is of no

use. Rouf Ahmed Qureshi, president”

of Kashmir Pashmina Karigar Union
(KPKU), says that when Kashmiris do
not ynderstand the importance of their
craft, not much can be expected from
other states. KPKU has been demand-
ing a complete ban on machine-made
pashmina products. They claim that
this can save the livelihood of about
500,000 people, of which around
100,000 are women. In April this year,
weavers. came out on the streets in Sri-
nagar, demanding action against people
who use machines for making pash-
mina shawls. '

Threat to artisans
Spinning of the pashmina thread
is mostly done by women. Experts say

PR
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that women, on an average, spin 2.5
gm of pashmina a day for which they
get Rs 25. If a woman works for 25
days a month, she can make Rs 625. If
more thar one woman in a family is
involved in the process, the income is
more. This is enough for sustenance.
On the other hand, spinning 2.5 gm on
machine costs only Rs 3.75. Shahjada
Shabnam, a spinner based in Narwara
locality of Srinagar, says that she gets

- work for hardly three days in a month.

Thelack of employment opportuni-

_ties has also hit weavers. Riaz Ahmed,
“a Srinagar-based weaver, says he earns

less than Rs 4,000 a month. Work-
ers who make pashmina on power
loom earn Rs 70-100 per shawl and
the weaving process takes about five
minutes. On the other hand, it takes
three to four days to weave a pashmina

N

shawl on traditional handloom and an
artisan gets around Rs 1,000,

Grey areas

“There is no protection for artisans
who spin pashmina and weave shawls
by hand in Kashmir,” says Qureshi.
Handloom artisans in the country
enjoy protection under the Handloom
(Reservation of Articles for Produc-
tion) Act, 1985. The Act bans the use
of machines in making several hand-
icraft items. Pashmina was brought
under the Act in 2008. But the Act is
not applicable in Kashmir.

The state government, however,
has taken a few half-hearted mea-
sures (see ‘Course correction’). On
February 22, 2014, the Directorate
of Industries & Commerce, Jammu
and Kashmir, ordered all registered

wv%\f;uving of Pashmina on ¢ Handloom in Kashmir

and unregistered units in Kashmir
to “desist from such activities”, fail-
ing which “action as warranted under
rules shall be initiated”.

The order did not have much
impact. In June last year, an inspec-
tion by officers from the department
of handicrafts, led by the director
of handicrafts, Jammu and Kashmir,
in several industrial areas of the city
found many industries making pash-
mina products.

They were let off with a warning.
According to the inspection report, at
least 30-35 units in the state are tech-
nically equipped to carry out spin-
ning and weaving of pashmina on
machines and if steps are not taken
to check production of machine-made
pashmina, the cottage industry could
face extinction. DOWN TO EARTH
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