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‘ pon workers.
““This roduct ling ,wa;'
i ﬁna]ly be exhlblted inall maj
: ‘m | eums ofIndla to sh

. _ and 'to’ sell ‘these :
Manish Malhotra, Sandeep sarees. Shaina said meetings mote it under the Make in
Khosla; Shruti Sancheti, Anita: - with - weavers’ assoc1at1ons‘ ‘India’ brand on the interna-
Dongre, Rina Dhaka, and oth- were already held and weavers™ tional forum,” she said.
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Wiinister visits Trade Facilitation Centre &
Crafts Museum at Yaranasi

ri Santosh

Gangwar |
Hon'ble
Minister  for
Textiles,
Government of
[ndia (GO} vis-
ited the Trade
Facilitation
Centre & Crafts Museum, Varanasi for a plantation of
sapling programme on 13th May,2015. 101 saplings
were planted with the help of students of Tathagat
Bihar Pubiic School. Hindustan Steclworks Construction
Limited {HSCL) has heen entrusted with the construc-
tion work by GOI. The foundation stone of this presti-
‘gious project was laid by Hon'ble Prime Minister on 7th
November,2014. Sri M, Bhaduri, CMD, HSCL, Sri Sanjay
Kumar -Panda, IAS, Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Sri
Rajesh Kumar, ED, Export Promotion Council for
“Handicrafts, Sri D.C. Bandyopadhyay, Advisor, HSCL, Sri
Ziaul Hassan, Adv{Tech),HSCL, Sri Subhas Singh, Sr.
Regional, Manager and Sri Manoj Kumar Singh, DGM,
Varanasi were also present in the auspicious occasion.
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Celebrity designers have
been roped in to bring
back the “old world
charm”, inciuding the
original designs, of the
world famous Banarasi
saris, which are losing
their sheen to powerlooms
and “fake Banarasi” saris.
Banaras or Varanasi is
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s parliamentary con-
stituency. In line with the
Prime Minister’s “Make
in India” campaign, BJP's
Shaina N.C. has brought
together famous design-
ers, including Rity Kumar,
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% BJP’s Shaina N.C.
has brought togeth-
er famous design-
-ers, including Rifu
Kumar, Manish
Malhotra, Sandeep
Khosla among oth-
ers, at a platform to
work along with
Varanasi weavers

Manish Malhotra,
Sandeep Khosla, Shruti
Sancheti, Anita Dongre,
Rina Dhaka among others,
at a platform to work
along with weavers of the
city, by setting up units in
Varanasi, which will not

only design, manufacture
but will also create a com-
petitive market for these
world famous saris. The
ministry of textile is also
supporting the cause, Not
just this, these saris would
also be exhibited at
national and internation-
al platforms, showcasing
the grandeur and rich tra-
dition of Banarasi saris.
Effort is to revive the orig-
inal weaving tradition and
produce the best textiles
and also generate employ-
ment.

The same would then be
implemented in other
states where a specific
handicraft or handicrafts,

ers to promote Banarasi saris

would be given a push by
roping in celebrities and
famous people working in
that particular sector.

“ _..As the design frater-
nity, our endeavour is to
get -them (weavers) back
into the mainstream of
what their talent is and to
produce it, thereby gener-
ating employment. This
product line will be exhib-
ited in all major museums
of India to showcase tal-
ent and textile and then
promote it under the
‘Make in India’ brand on
the international forum,”
satd Ms Shaina N.C., who
herself is a fashion
designer.
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1o . Latin
“presently are $38 billion
(2013-14),

MUMBAi MAY 18

A {illip to trade with
- Latin Americacan help to

more than  double the
exports which presently
account for five per cent

- of India’s- fotal trade

according. to’ some . esti-
mates. The total exports
. America

with ~ Brazil,
Venezuela, - Argentine,
Chile, Colombia and Peru

-‘accounting for a large

chunk of this.
Meenakshi Singh, offi-
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Cdniter-
national projects, of the

Indian Trade Promotion

Organisation, ministry of

-commerce, says there are

tremendous opportuni-
ties in Latin America for
Indian exports. .

Ms Sinngh who recently
led a delegation to a trade
fair -in Santiago, Chile

said they did sales of
overs ¥1 crore and booked

orders worth over T80

lakhs on a conservative

estimdte in just five days.
An estimated 2 crore wo-

rth of business is under -

negotiation, she said.

Argentine,

Latm American trade to
le fmm current $38bn

: z»AGE.CORRESPONDENT R o spedial duty’

» Evéne artzsans who
were part of the delega
tion, sold their ganeshas,
handicrafts, = bedsheets

“ete.that were just lapped

up. Ms Singh said there:
were 55,000 footfalls and

. they just could not meet

the demands. Indian
products on display over
five days ranged from
handicraft, textiles, Ban-
arasi fabrics saris, to soft- -
ware and machine tools.
India has a PTA with
Brazil,
Panama, Uraguay and
Venezuela — a frade bloc
known as Mercosur.
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Top designers to revive
lost glory of Banarasi saris

LIZ MATHEW

. NEWDELHI, MAY 18

IN: AN effort to revive the lost glory of
Banarasi saris, a few top designers in the

country have come forward to work with dif- .

ferent weaver clusters in Varanasi to create
exclusive silk saris which will be showcased
in national and international stores.

The project, aninitiative of BJP leader and
designer Shaina NC, is likely to help the orig-
inal sari make a comeback, replacing the
Chinese and Japanese silkin the Banarasi sari
market.

According to Shaina, the who's who of
Indian designing—be it Manish Malhotra,
Abu Jani, Ritu Kumar, Rina Dhaka, Rahul Jain,
Varun Behl, Anita Dongre or Shruti Sancheti-
have agreed to become part of the project.

. These designers wili work with different

weaver clusters in Varanasi to bring back “the
old world charm” in Banarasi saris.

The designers are expected to set up fac-
tories in Varanasi. Shaina's team already had
discussions with all stakeholders including
the shopkeepers in and around the weaver
clusters. She had also met Union Minister of
State for Textiles Santosh Gangwar fo bring

the project under ‘Make in India’ initiative.

The designers will be giving colour combi-
nations, designs and will be free to put the
price for their exclusive products. Others will
be marketect at “moderate” prices.

* If the project goes well, it will give em-
ployment to atleast 1,000 people in Varanasi
itself, said Shaina. “The best of the creations
will be showcased in all the stores in India
and abroad,” Shaina said. According to her,
the revival of the handloom sector cannot
depend on the government only.



