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CORRESPONDENT

SUALKUCHI, May 8 - A
two-day serminar on the future
of the muga and pat industry of
Sualkuchi was organised by the
Department of Chemistry, Su-

alkuchi Budram Madhab Satra-

dhikar College here recently.
The national-tevel seminar
Was sponsored by the UGC
- and covered sub-themes rang-
ing from various dimensions
of research on #uga rearing
and sitk production, moderni-
sation of production mecha-
" nism involving improved tech-
_nologies in muga and pat in-
dustry, emerging threats fo the
muga and pat industry and its
sustenance, constraints and
prospects of the brand promo-
tion for muga and silk prod-
ucts of Sualkuchi, a cultural

perspective on the muga and

pat industry to the challenges
and prospects of the handloom
industry in Assam with spe-
cial reference to Sualkuchi. -

Addressing the cultural pro-
gramme chaired by Umesh
Chandra Das, chairman of the
governing body of the college,
Dr Homeswar Goswami,
former HoD, Economics, Di-

brugarh University, and HoD,

MBA, Assam Downtown Uni-
versity, expressed his dissat-
isfaction over the diminution
of the muga silk of Assam. He
pointed out that the decline in
the muga fabric is due to de-
creased production of muga

cocoons. The demand of muga

fabric is' two times more than
the muga fabric productlon

The distinguished economist:
said the muga industry is em- -
ployment-generating. About.

30,000 people of the State are
engaged in this industry. But
the plantation of feeding trees
for moths has gradually de-
creased and as a resuit, the
rearing of muga cocoons has
also reduced, he said..
Highlighting the dxfferent
problems of the muga industry,
Dr Goswami said lack of timely

seed supply is the major cause of
the:reduction in the rearing

muga cocoons besides pesticides
and attacks by moth-eating birds.
He stressed that the Govern-
ment should take necessary
steps to build the infrastructure

for the optimum. harvesting of .
muga cocoons, He also calledfor -

the constitution of aresearchcall

which would provide ample op- -

portunities to weavers to devel-
optheir skills to produced exclu-

. sive dress material to cater to

foreign markets.

Addressing the inaugural
session, DrBhabhesh Chandra
Goswami, Director, UGC-
HRDC, Gauhati University,
and HoD, Chemuistry, GU, out-
lined the history and heritage
of the muga silk industry of
Assam..He put emphasis on
the introguction of a certificate

-course on muga silk:at the

Sualkuchi. Budram+Madhab
Satradhikar College to incul-
cate new ideas in youngsters

_to develop the muga silk in-
‘dustry, Dr Brajen Choudhury

also spoke on the occasion.
Eatlier, Dr Dlpesh Chandra

Bha gawatl, principal of the col-

lege, read out the welcome ad-

. dress, while Umesh Chandra

Das lit‘the ceremonial 1amp..
The meeting was attended by
the scientists from the Cen-
tral Silk Board and teachers
and researchers from dlfferent
mst1tut10ns

- The Chemxstry department.
of the ‘college brought out a
book of abstractson the future-

of the muga and pat industry’

in the Suatkuchi area of Assam.
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‘Siyaram Sitk Q4 net up 59.18%

Siyaram Silk Mills on Monday reported 59.18 ‘
per cent jump in net profit at Rs 32.14 crore for-the
fourth quarter ended March 31, The firm had” '
reported a net profit of Rs 20.19 crore a year ago..
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ithin seconds of the
music being turned
on, a few youngsters
from the crowd step forward
to the centre and start danc-
ing. This flash mob appeared
like another attempt by stu-
dents of Pearl Academy to ex-
plore design sensibilities in
new realms. o '
Atthe three-day event
‘Portfolio "15’, held recently at
NSIC Grounds in Okhla, the
graduating students of the in-
..Stitute left no opportunityun-
«~=-explored to prove theirbril- -
liance in designing. From
fashion and textile to interior
and communication, students

sensibilities and talent.

from each department exhib- ,
ited an impressive idea that The Foundation Course stu-
dents experimented with ma-

spoke highly of their artistic. ..+

1 T T

R

creativity, A nuance of thisisa
+_cocktail dress made by twist-
‘ing paper napkins!
‘While the fashion shows in”
the evening and an appear-
ance by designer Manish Mal-
hotra took away most of the
limelight, certain projects left
an imprint on Metrolife.

From the Fashion Styling &
Image Design department,
the students went to the ex-
tent of designing and printing
a Delhi Style Directory. A stu-
dent Avani Juneja has focused
on the dressing of transgen-
ders while her classmate Niy-
ati Jain shows how convertible
garments can be created and
worn in different ways.

Amidst the various man-
nequins on display, one wear-
ing a white dress captured
everyone’s attention. Nupur

SPUNKY Models sashay in garments designed by students of fashion design.

[nnovative

/

Shalfmm studént of MAFT

“{MA in Fashion Textile) final
“year, the creator of garment
terials to unleash their design =

‘worn by this mannequin ex-
plains, “This is made from ny-

~ lon powder which is cut with

the help of laser printing and
left to cool down.” The motifs
of this dress inspired from Ro-
coco art-period of Europe
malkes it all the more exciting,

From the Textile Design de- ‘

partment, Shaifali Khandelw-
al’s theme of Indus Valley
Civilisation strikes instantly.
As the girl sits cross-legged
showing her samples, she in-
forms how she “went to Na-
tional Muuseum to research
about the motifs in this peri-
od”. Quite contrary are the
sarongs designed by Neelam
Singhal, which make use of
Adinkra fabrics which are
used in Ghana.

In the Fashion and Media
Communication department,
Avisha Chaudhary has won

the award for Most Innovative
Project in Digital Future for
designing an app for men to
understand their fashion
needs. Another app, but by a
student of School of Commu-

‘ nication and Media, named

‘Happy Troop’ imparts impor-
tant information about oral
hygiene for the young ones.
The latter is quite an innova- -
tive invention and can be
adopted as a learning tool in
mainstream education.

Amidst designs that were in
each and every artifact at the
venue, the pale pink Toy Train
designed hy Shithhi Mishra
from Product Design depart-
ment drew attention. “I de-
signed this with the aim to
teach children to learn howto
store their toys,” says a hum-
ble Mishra as Mezrolife mar-
vels at the thought process of
these budding designers.
Henna Rakheja
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