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WINNER’S TALE
From the 15th century mystic poet Kabir's ¢ity "Sant Kabir Nagar”
1o the city of Saint Paul of Tarsus in glittering S30 Paulo, Brazil, it
will be a journey to fame and honour for Julferkar Ali Bhutto, a
student of the Appare! Training & Design Gentre (ATDG) who got a
chance to represent India at the 43rd World Skilis Competition 1o
be held in Sao Paulo, Brazil, from August 11 to August 16, 2015.
Jufferkar has been selected to represent the nation after he bagged
the top position in the national competitions on fashion technology
organised by World Skills india held at Pragati Maidan.in
association with the- NSDC and Ministry of Skill Development and
Eritrepreneurship and supported by ATDC and Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICGI). Julferkar received -
the “winnaer” certificate from § Ramadorai, chairman NSDA and
NSDC in the presence of Pawan Agarwal, joint secretary, Ministry
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, Dilip Chenoy, MD and
GEOQ, NSDC inan august gathering:
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ith the weather chang-
ing its lovely colours
on the verge of festive
season, its fashion fever all over
again. Adding heat to it was
Runway Rising: a next gen fash-
ion exhibition conceptualised by
Ramola Bachchan. The event
filled the shoppers cart of
Delhiites with' more vibrant
colours of fashion.

It was undoubtedly a shop-
per’s paradise when over 100
fashion adepts unveiled their
latest collections under one roof
at the ninth edition of the exhi-
bition took place at Hotel
Ashok.

Participating designers and
labels included Rose Tree by
Kamini, Pallete, Priyanka
Signature, Bumble Bee by
Varnica, Harsh Harsh, Shubani
Talwar, Faquire by Deepa Arora,
-Voilla by Roma Bhalla, Zephyr
by Jyoti Khosla and Nayansee to

name a few. The event witnessed

exhibitors not only from India
but also from across the borders. -
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The city witnessed a fashion galore at the ninth edition

of Runway Rising

Established in 2012,
Runway Rising aims to provide
all the young, emerging gen next
designers a platform where they
can showcase their innovative
collections. Over the years, the
exhibit has developed as a brand
and one of the biggest exhibitor.
pan-India.

Runway Rising drew a large |

audience of Delhi’s cognoscen-
ti, fashionistas and shopaholics
-alike. Designers from around
- the country unveiled their col-
lections of garments, shoes,
)ewellery, ‘watches, bags and
accessories: .
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“Having launched Runway
Rising, I find it gratifying when
I get calls from young designers
telling me what they are doing
and how they want to be asso-
ciated with our platform. The
excitement gets transferred
when I see their collections
and realise that there’s so much
going on in our country. We
have an amazing creative entre-
preneurial spirit and it’s good to
see that it is being taken forward
by our next generation, many of
whom will be front runners in
the fashionscape of the future,”
said Ramola.
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t is to attract investment of five lakh

crore to create twenty lakh jobs in Maharashtra

4 N AN exclusive interview with Sanjay
. Jog, Maharashtra Industries Minister
o Subhash Desai speaks about the gov-
ernment’s strategy for making the state a
preferred manufacturing destination

What is the government's strategy
for the growth of industries in Ma-
harashtra?
The State Government proposes to attract
investment to the tune of Rs 5 lakh crore
and create 20 lakh jobs in the near future in
the State. Our objective is to roll outared
carpet and remove redtapism, make proce-
dures simple. Our target is to achieve 13
per cent industrial growth and increase
share of industries to 28 per
cent in the Gross State Do-
mestic Producg (GSDP). Addi-
tional push will be given to
promote manufacturing.
The Government has no

‘plans to bring out a new industrial policy

but make improvements in the existing
one to'make it more investor friendly. Our
focus will be to promote sector-wise spe-
cialisation zones and clusters. This means
food-related industries will come up in
one specialised zone and so will textile
parks, wine parks, chemicals and peiro-
chemicals industries, information technol-
ogy and others.

The Government is making all efforts
to expedite the development of Dighi Portin
Raigad district and Shendre-Bidkin Indus-
trial Park near Aurangabad in Marath-
wada. These projects are being developed
under the much ambitious Delhi Mumbai
Industrial Corridor (DMIC). A much-needed

L

Profoicgcs

impetus will be given to the development of
these areas and they are expected fo spur
industrial growth in the State.

The Government plans to revive the
closed and sick textile mills in the State.
However, we will not follow the mode! im-
plemented for the sugar sector, wherein
closed and sick mills were acquired largely
by the private sector. The issue of revival
of textile mills has been discussed with the
Chief Minister and it was decided that de-
partment of textiles and industries wili
work in close coordination for the same.
The textile department will soon conduct
survey of closed and sick units and sug-
gest their revival.

" Are all these initiatives
proposed to retain Ma-
harashira's number one
position?

Maharashtra is number one.
The State is the most favoured destina-
tion for domestic and foreign direct in-

- vestments and also in industrial develop-

ment. Our objective is to retain
Maharashtra's pre-eminence in the fu-
ture too. The Government will not only
enter into a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU), but make all efforts for its con-
version into project development. There
are several States where a large number
of MoUs are signed but the implementa-

tion rate is quite low. We will see that .

every Mol is implemented in the short-
est possible time. The Government will fo-
cus on the dispersal and decentralisation
of industrial development across the

State and not just restrict it to Mumbai,.

MAHARASHTRA ISTHE MOST FAVOURED
DESTINATION FOR DOMESTIC INVESTMENTS
AND FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENTS

Pune, Nashik and Aurangabad.

Maharashtra has been aleader in
information technolegy. Do you
plan to come out with a new policy?
The Government has already given an ex-
tension up to March 2015 for the policy on
IT and information technology-enabled
services (ITeS) sector. However, the Govern-
ment has already begun work to roll outa

new policy to retain the State's pre-emi-

nence, especially in the software, hardware,

consultancy and BPO sectors. Further, the .

Government intends to promote anima-

tion, visual effects and gaming (AVGC) to

provide considerable value addition.

The draft policy, which will be part of
the Government's Digital Maharashtra ini-
tiatives, will also address areas such as IT
hardware and telecom manufacturing in

| - orderto strengthén synergies in the ICT "
.|+ sector. The new IT and ITe$ policy envis-

ages drastic reduction in various clear-

ances_and approvals from the Govern- -
ment. The incentives will be in additionto .
. existing sops such as exemption in stamp
~ duty, additional FSi for IT parks and VAT

on sale of IT products charged at the mini-
mum floor rate.

Yet, investors complain about the
time and cost overruns due to de-
lays in getting various approvals

addressing this issue?

The Government plans to reduce the num-
ber of approvals and clearances to 25
from the present 75. You will experience
the positive results in the next sixmonths.
| want to give one recent example here.
Leading tyre manufacturer CEAT submitted
its proposal to set up a project in the Buti-

bori industrial estate in Nagpur.The same .
day, the Maharashtra Industrial Develop- -

ment Corporation (MIDC) gave a letter of

" intent to CEAT. Just a couple of days ago,

the company laid the foundation stone.

investors also complain about cor-

ruption. How will this be tackled?

The message has gone out loud and clear
1o all officers that corruption and such -
_ malpractices will not be tolerated. There
isa change in the rule in Maharashtra.

High power tariff is a major con-
cern expressed by the investors.

‘What is your comment?

| agree tariff charged to industrial con-

i

'sumers (in the State) is high;compared to
_other States. It will be my sincéreefforts to

reduce it. The issue has already been dis-
cussed with the Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis who is also quite positive. But let
me tell you, | keep on getting feedback from
industries that although power tariff is high
in the State, the power supplied to them is
quite reliable and quality power compared
to other States where power tariffis low.

_ Environment clearanceis yet an-
. other hurdle.
~-and clearances. Is the Government -

| have already discussed this issue withthe
Chief Minister requesting his intervention.
After the Winter Session, he has agreed to

" sit with me and discuss various steps

needed to make the entire process of get-
ting environment clearances easy'and less
time consuming.

How does the Government plan to.
tackle hurdles in land acquisition?
No cultivable or fertile land will be ac-.

- quired, and priority will be given to barren

and waste land. MIDC is providing higher

- compensation to land owners and farm-.
. ers.The Government will request the Cen-
tre to exempt MIDC from the provision of
“seeking 70 to 80 per cent consent of the

land owners for acquisition.

What is your meﬁsage forin-

_.vestors? -
- The Government is committed to makmg

the investment process hassle free and
thereby retain Maharashtra's pre-eminent
position. | will invite investors to be part

of Make In Maharashtra.
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Hands that

craft

BLENDING ART AND CUL-
TURE, A RECENT HANDI-
CRAET-FAIR SHOWCASED
THE CREATORS BEHIND
THEIR CRAFT, REPORTS
KISHORI SUD

rt lovers and shoppers were in

for a treat exploring intricate

designs, hand crafted décor and
handmade aceessoriesatarecenthand-
icrafts fair in the Capital. Visitors
could aiso witness the work of various
craftsmen, be it patch work and embroi-
dery from Rajasthan, dupattas and
dress material from Andhra Pradesh,
Chanderi sarees from Madhya Pradesh,
Maheshwari sarees and suits from
Madhya Pradesh and Sujani embroidery
shawis from Kashmir, stationery items
made out of cloth and paper from New
Delhi, bead jewellery from Uttar Pradesh,
carpets from Uttar Pradesh, paper
crafts from Faridabad and kites made
by Umar Daraz from Delhi.

‘ Fifteen karigars (artisans) came
fogether to showcase their brilliant and
unique skills. People also got a chance
to interact with the artists involved in
the creation of their handicraft. There
were Madhubani folk paintings of
North India, silver filigiri jewellery from
Orissa and Pattachitra paintings and
terracotta clay products from Uttar

Pradesh, which were displayed and
also available for sale, The fair stretched
for good 10 days, commencing on 16 Jan-
uary, at DLF Promenade. It was organ-
ised by National Centre for Design and
Product Development and supported by
Development Commissioner (Handi-
crafts), Ministry of Textiles, Govern-
ment of India.

Speaking on the occasion, Dinaz_
Madhukar, senior vice-president and
Mall Head of DLF Promenade, said, "It
is a great opportunity for us to work
alongside the National Centre for
Design and Prochuct Development and
the Development Commissioner (Hand-
icrafts). DLF Promenade has always pro-
moted artists from allfields and this pro-
ject will showcase an unparalleled
variety of handicrafts, gifts and lifestyle
products from a cross section of artists
from India. Live demonstrations are
going 1o be a good way t{o bring alive
the crafts in people's memory."

Along with Madhukar, the fair was
maugurated by Pradeep Mukherjee
(Shilp Guru award winner), R K Sri-
vastava (executive director; National Cen-
trefor Design and Product Development,
ministry of textiles)and Navraj Goyal
(IRS, additional development com-
missioner, handicrafts).
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| PMG Among
Top ‘Rejectors
of RTl Appeal

ZADINDAR

A NEW DELHI The PMO IS 3
- among the top publlc ap<
thorlties to have rejected
~ the maximum number of -
RT! applications received-
by them durmg 2013~ 14 :
" asperaCiCreporton .
~ Wednesday. The top slot :
inthe listis taken by Min-
istry of Corporate Affairs
- that hasrejected 28.85%
~RTl applications received
_during 2013-14 followed
by the PMO (20. 49%) and |
Ministry of Finance: -
{19.16%). Followmg them
closelyare mlmstr:es of
Power and: Home Cab;- :
net Secretariat; minis- :
tries of Personnel and .
Defence, PreStdent s Sec— :
retariat; Ministries of
Housmg and Petroleum
“and Natural Gas. The -
data show slight change
as for the previous. three \
~years, finance mlnfstry
.-:topped the Ilst ~PTL '_z:



