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femorial Awards given

y Shankar

GREATER NOIDA: THandicraft
and textile firms from various
cities across the country were
on Sunday awarded by Union
Minister Santosh Kumar
Gangwar in six product cate-
“gories ai the ongoing Indian
Handicrafts and Gifts Fair

(Spring) 2015. :

The Union Minister of
State for Textiles (IC) gave
away the Ajay Shankar Me-

morial” Awards for the best.

display of stands at the 39th
edition of the four-day IHGF
here that ends on Monday.

" The Ajay Shankar Memo-
rial Awards were instituted in
the memory of late Shri Ajay
Shankar, former Develop-
ment Commissioner (Hand-
icrafts) who was one of the

‘major motivators for estab-

lishing this fair.— PTI
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Half'yard for famed ) haniakhali Saris

‘Popularity of the Mamata sari is fading as low returns kee

: Tasmayee.Laharoy@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: After the Ambassador car, an-
other Béengal specialisnearingextinc-
tion: the Dhaniakhalitant saris, or ‘Ma-

. matasaris’, from Hooghly district. .
- Members of the Dhaniakhali Union
Tant Silpi Samabaya Samity said that
besides poor demand, particularly from
youngsters, the traditionalcotton hand-
loom sariof Dhaniakhali village suffers
from lack of weavers.

“With youngstersnot willingtolearn
theart, in the next five years we can fore-
see closing down Dhaniakhaliproduc-
tionsall together,” said Haripada Nan-
dan, secretary of the samity. There are
justabout 300 sari weavers—at leasta
third of them working part time, foronly
acoupleof hoursaday —across two
panchayats of Dhaniakhali, and none of
them isbelow 45 yearsof age.

Youngsters stay away because the re-
turns are quite low. Weaving a sarioften

- takesmorethanadayforapersonand
" the weaver gets only about %60 per sari.

Ironically, West Bengal chief minister
Mainata Banerjee mostly wears Dha-
niakhalisaris, and soon after her Trina-
mool Congress Party cameto powerin
2009there was a spurt in demand for the
so-called ‘Mamatasari’.

But the positive impact of the chief

». minister’s patronage didn’tlast for long

- and weavers rue thateventhe CM no

longer procure the saris, “We used to get
orders foratleasta 100 sarisfromthe
CM'soffice and someone would come to
fetchit, The saris used to be a special six

-and half yards against the usualsix
~yards and white with narrow blue or

green borders,” said Nandan.

Nobody inthe samity knows why Ba-
nerjee’sorders suddenly stopped com-
ingin. “A society called Bangasree now

‘procures the similar kind of sarisfrom

p the next generation away

us sometimes. Maybe Didi collects it
from them,” said Nandan.

- Dhaniakhali weaverssupply saristolo- -
calmarkets in Kolkata, Asansol and Bi-

‘harbutdemandisatan all-time low,

The samity had also participated inthe
Biswa Bangla Haat organised by the
MSME and textile departmentof the -
state government last year, butnotasin-
glesariwassold. . )

However, it isnot just the samity that is
affected.

Tantuja, theretail chain of West Ben-
gal State Handloom Weaver's Co-oper-
ative Society Ltd, did try to help. “We .
wanted to pick up 30,000 Dhaniakhalis
from the arealast yearforourstoresand
ittook usthreemonthsto collect them,”
said Rabindrantha Roy, MD at Tantuja.
“Itwillnot be shockingforus tolearn
that there would be any of thesesarisat
allin themarket in a few years,” he said.

Roy said increasing the sari’spriceto
boost weavers’ income wasnot feasible.
“No one would spend £10,000for a Dha-

niakhalilike they happily do for other
‘Bengalhandloomslike Swarnachuri,

Baluchurior Jamdanisaris,” he said.
The chief minister,meanwhile, hasnot
stopped endorsing handlooms. The Kol-
kata chapter of Karnataka Handloom
Development Corporation hasbeen-
making specially ordered south cotton
saris with black or greenborder in bulks
for thelast couple of years for Banerjee.



