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raft textile pollcy has Chinain mind

Document talks of five mega clusters, dlvestment of su:k cooperatlve mllls and FDI to make state units globally competitive
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five mega-textile hubs, while
stressing the need for ¥DI to

- take global players head on.

" The draft of the new policy
which was submitted to chief

‘minister Devendra Fadnavis
‘on January 30 ta]ks of adopt-

ing a ‘Fibre to Fashion’ ap-
proach to turn around the sec-
tor; which was once blooming

accordance with the central
government’s “Vision, strategy

- andactionplan for ndian Tex-

tile sector 2020-2025”, - -

At present, over 30 lakh
people are directly employed

by the garment industry and
its ancillary units provide
jobs to about 2 crore people.
ThIS makes the sector second

only agriculture

Tt will |(I|| cooperatlve sector.

and time, The area
should’ have com-
nion effluent treat-

to minimise damage

to the environment, it
will now be sent to the

The Committee Flhl'e to in terms employ-
has suggested set-  Fashion " ment generation.
ting up of mega o Maharashtra
composite hubs Thedraft policy has is India’s second
which will offer Suggestedsetting largest cotton
spinning, weav- Upofclusterstocut producer - 81

-ing, processing, downoncostandtime  jakh bales from
designingand gar- andcommoneffluent  over 38.7 hectare.
menting units to + reatmentplantsand. - Of this, only 25
cut down on cost Waterrecyclingplants  1akh bales are

consumed by the
spinning mills in
the state. Accord-

Former textlle mmlster

Congress MLA and former textlie
minister: siammed thereport; saying
‘ftwouldkillthe cooperatwe sector.
“Giving away sick cooperative

{ - textile mills to private sector witt kitl .
: the cooperatlve sectorwhich has
played amajor role inrural
development. The government must
take action against erring officials of .

) cooperatlve mills. Halwankar has
 proposed reduced power tariff while| |t .
is the BIP government that N

- disconitinued power subsidy to -
power looms.”: - ’

ment plants and

cabinet for approval

ing to the Com-

water recycling

the environment. It policy also
seeks to reduce power tariff
for the sector, The draft policy
will now be.sent to the cabmet
for approval.

~ “We arelosing out the mar-
ket to China mainly because
it takes nine months for our
cotton to become a garment.

_blants to minimise damage to .

There it takes just two months -

because of full-fledged textile-

hubs,” said Halwankar, who -

“has recommended establish-

ment of mega-textile hubs
spread over 1,000 hectares as
against allowing gar ment fac-
tories to come up in a scat

. tered manner.

“Amravati must be devel

. oped as spinning, Nagpur as
. knitting, Solapur teri-towel
and Ichalkaranji for suiting-

. tofacilitate such changes. The
" cofnmittee has also asked the
government to project ‘Maha-

»

mittee’s report,
Maharashtra will need over
50 lakh spindles to utilise all
the cotton grown in the state.
To achiéve this, the sector will
need an investment of -about
Rs50,000 crore. “Since the

state earns over Rs1,000 crore
revenue from s‘elling‘ yarn' ‘

worth 40,000 crore, increasing
spmnmg capac1ty would help
generating more revenue.”

Halwankar has also pro-

posed handing over of perma-
nently sick cooperative cotton

mills to the private sector and :
" 'What are the hlghhghts of

the government should imple-
ment a disinvestment scheme

rashtra beyond Mumbai’ at
international stage: to attract
FDIin textﬂe sector :

Suresh Halwankar and hzs

team visited eight states to

study the textzle scenario out -

' side Maharashtra before pro-

posmg their policy. Haliwwankar

is himself associated iwith the
industry and represents.
Ichalkaran]l Inan zntervzew

to Kanchan Srwastava ‘the’

51-year-old -legislator sharesﬁ'f
-his government’s vision to re:"

vive the textile Sector in Maha{_i

 rashtra. Edzted excerpts

your proposed policy? -

- We have proposed mega com:

posrce clusters with Amravat1 .

as spinning hub, Nagpur as"

knitting hub, Solapur ‘teri-

towel hub and ichalkaranji/
- Bhiwandi f%sultmg_ shirting-

cessmg parks and Sklﬂ

- development centres. Various’

subsidies for investors and in-
viting FDI are other major

‘recomniendations. The idea is

to improve efficiency like Chi-
na. There it takes two months
to prepare cloth from the cot-
ton as they have all the facili-

ties in the clusters which also’

cut down the cost."Here; the

process takes at least nine’

months.:

How is ;t different from the
one brought during the
Congress-NCP regime for

2012-17? ,
The textile policy of the previ- -
ous,/'goverr"im:ent lacked long- -

~by, bringing down

ments rather than

C , govt S pohcy lacked vision'

term vision and comprehen-
sive approach. The policy
neither benefited industrial-
istsnor the farmers and work-
ers. Our ‘mega-clus-
ter approach and
subsidies will give
the sector get a fillip

b1gger 1nvestments than
earlier? -

The previous policy was
aimed at getting investment

crore and creating
11 lakh jobs. How-
ever, only Rs 7,119
crore came in and

Suresh Halwankar,
MLA Ichalkaraniji

production cost and
time. The state will be -
able to export gar-

created between 2012
and 2014. Our policy
‘will benefit farmers,
workers, industrialists
and entrepreneurs.
‘Even rural women

can set up gar-

cotton which will
help everyone, in-
cluding the govern-
ment coffers, -

How will the ment units
policy create with kind of
more jobs subsidies we
and attract have pro-

Worth Rs 40,000

: just.46,084 jobs were

posed. Weare’ -

expecting an investment of
Rs80,000 crore and creation of*
101akh jobs in next five years.
Revenue from textiles will
jump from Rs1,000 crore to-
4, 000 crore a year. o

People prefer real estate to

‘textiles as it gives better re-

turns. How will your policy

‘attract these potential in-

vestors and FDI?

We have emphasised a lot on
easing out the licensing-
norms and one-window ap-
proval. A special cell to coor-

.dinate with investors, fibre-to-

fashion approach, 20-40%
subsidies and free common
effluent treatment and water
recycling plants will definitely
attract inddstrialists. ’ /
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) C:rafts and culture aren’t

-, the only things wooing

visitors at the Surajkund
Ihternational Crafts Mela this
year — it’s also the Prime
Minister’s presence. A stall
dedicated to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi showcases an
intricate embroidered portrait
of him by Mumbai-based artist
A¥un K Bajaj, and Delhi-based
Ajay Kumar Samir’s series of
special artworks inspired by
‘Modi’s poems. And no, these
don’t come cheap — they are
priced at X1,25,000 - X2,50,000.

“Modi is the man of the hour.
He is not just a leader, but he
has a personality and style that
draws people to him, and things
themed around him. I combine
my passion for sketching and
stitching to create art, and I felt
that Modi should be part of my
artworks,” says Bajaj.

Samir says he felt deeply
connected to Modi’s poems, and
thus decided to theme his art
around it. “We all know about
his journey of struggle and
success, but through his book (of -
poetry) I learned ahout his faith,
concerns, worries, love, vision
and confidence. I wanted to
share the creativity of a great
leader through the eyes of an
artist. Through my works, 1
salute the poet and visionary
that he is,” he says.

NOTE TO READERS: We would like
o inform our readers that some of
the coverage of events that appear
on our pages is paid for by the
concerned brands. We would like

to emphasise that no sponsored
content does or shall appear in any
part of HE without it being dedlared
as such Lo our valued readoers.
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Chhat sgarh comes alive at 29™
lkund Crafts Mela

e e

Chhattisgath Chief Minister Dr.  nate characteristic of Chhattisgarh
Raman Singh said Chhattisgarh  and events like the 29 Surajkund
has carved a niche for itself with  International Crafts Mela provide
the tremendous progress it has a “great opportunity to Chhattis-
achieved in the last 15 years. garh to showcase its vast culture.
He said divine culture is an in-  and tradition on a global scale”.
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A Rajasthani artiste entertains tourists in Bikaner
on Tuesday. -—PTi
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Cotton cultivation
might drop 15% if
prices remain low

In 2014-15, cotion area under cultivation was around 13 million

hectares in Inidia for 2014-15, about 1.5 million hectares higher ™~

thai the previous year’s

VINAY UMARJ & VIMUKT DAVE
Ahmedabad/Rajkot, 3 February

After witnessing a year of
record production, cultiva-

: -tion of cotton in 2015-16 is

projected to fall 20 per cent
in India. According to cot-
ton traders and mill owners,
on the one hand, while glob-
al demand for cotton and
cotton yarn dropped in

| _recent months, cotton ptices

also fell owing to lack of
good quality cotton in the

“market.

Arun Dalal, a leading cot-

ton trader and exporter, esti-

mated that low prices and
lower demand may discour-
age. farmers leading to

“Prices fell due to several
reasons, including oversup-

ply and reduced demand.

Add to that, prices also fell
due to non-availability of
good quality cotion, This has
discouraged farmers heavi-
ly. If the situation remains
more ot less the same till
April, cotton cultivation for
2015-16 in India could fall by
15-20 per cent,” said Dalal. In
2014-15, cotton area was in

around 13 million hectares

in India for 2014-i5, about 1.5
million heciares higher than
previots year.

.Global factors like
decline in cotton yarn
exports and overall global

. demand for cotton being.

low, cotton prices took a hit

5 globally. From an average 90

cents per pound, cotion
prices globally- ranged

‘between 50 cents and 60

reduced cotton cuitivation’
i in 2015-16 by 15-20 per cent.

b

PHOTO: BLOORIBERG

" cents per pound in some

cases. ‘

“China also stopped
importing cotton that
impacted global cotton mar-
kets. Also, demand from
mills also came down dras-
tically due to reduced
exports. All these factors led
to fall in cotton prices. If
prices do not improve much:"
or global as well as domestic
markets do not improve,
then there could be fall in
cotton cultivation by atleast
10 per cent,” said K Selvaraju
of South Indian Mills
Association. '

This year, cotton yarn
exports too have come
down, from 140 million kg
last year to about 100 mil- -
lHon kg this year. [

Globally also, cotton cul-
tivation is projected to be -
down by six per cent in 2015-
16. “Low cotton ptices are
expected to persist through
the rest of 2014-15 when
farmers in the northern
hemisphere make their
planting decisions. As a
result, world cotton area in
2015-16 is projected down six
per cent to 31.6 million
hectares. Assuming a world
average yield of 777 kg/ha,
world cotton production is
forecast to fall six per centto
24.6 million tonnes, which
is the lowest volume since
2009-10,” said the
International Cotton
Advisory Committee (ICAC).

At the same time, ICAC
expects world cotton con-
sumption to increase by two

3,

per cent to 24.7 million

tonnes.
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Nanda Kasabe

Pune, Feb 3: Cotton Corpo-
ration of India (CCI) has al-
ready crossed its fargeted

procurement of 60 lakh

bales and hopes to obtain

more than 75 lakh bales of

cottonthisyear
Alongside cotton pro-
curement, CCI has already

begunsaleof cottonandhas.

procured around 15,000

bales in a week so far, BK

Mishra, MD, CCI, told FE.
The sale has been receiv-

- ing a good response since
" our prices are above the

market rates and therefore

the cotton is being sold

through both the e-auction
and conventional means, he
said.

Initially, CCIhasbeentar-
geting a sale of 5,000 balesa
day and Hopes that it wili
pick up as the arrivals also

increase. At present, pre-
vailing market rates are.
around Rs 31,500 per candy.”
Arrivals are expected to-
peakinthemiddleof Febru-
ary. Arrivals are increasing

from Maharashtra, Gujarat
and Andhra Pradesh since

~ thelastweek. ,
Inresponse toa query re-
_garding farmers in Tamil
Naduwanting CCItostepin’
- to procure cotton, Mishra

said that -he has been in

“touch with the secretary of

Tamil Nadu and felt that

thereisnoneedtointervene.

.. The corporation has been

targeting a procurement of

" 601akh bales worth Rs 12,000

crore this yearaspricesina

~ majority of the cotton grow-

ingstatesinthecountryhave
fallen below the MSP an-
nounced by the government.

The procurement of the
targeted 60 lakh bales so far
isthe highest since the year
2008-09 when CCI procured
around 90 lakh bales of cot-
ton. Thistimeitcouldexceed
75lakhbales. CClisnowpre-

sent in around 340 centres,

and is actively purchasing

cotton in about 150 centres.
In southern states of
Andhra Pradesh and Telan-
gana, the CCI bought about

© 70-80% of arrivals, while it

procuredabout10-15% of ar-
rivals in western states’of
Gujarat ‘and Maharashtra.
In view of thelarge quantity

- of cotton already procured;

CCI has already begun sell-.

. ingcottonform its stocks.

~CCI had begun procure-
ment operation at the sup:

portpricefrom October2014
to protect farmers from
sharp decline in domestic
prices in view of expected
higher production.Cotton
prices in -domestic market
are ruling below support
price of Rs 4,050 per guintal
forlastfew months.

Tn global markets, cotton.
prices have fallen substan-
tially since last spring

.(March-May), when they

were above 90 cents per

‘pound to under 70 centsper

pound in December. The In--

fernational Cotton Adviso-
rvy Committee (JCAC) in its
recent report said that In-
dia’s production isexpected
to remain stable at 6.8 mil-
lion tonne due to less
favourable monsoons and
despite an expansion in the,
cotton acreage by 5% t0 12.3
million hectares. However, |
it's production will surpass
China’s by over 300,000 tons,
making it the largest cotton
producer in 2014-15.
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N @:mf@é W% Experts say that the materlal has potentlal beyond products that emerge from tradltlbnal (ottage mdustnes

D:splays made 01 the tbro at the five- day coir
festival at Allepey, Kerala

dna cnrrespondent @dna

, Alleppey: With exports touch—
ing 5,37,040 metric tonnes last

year, Kerala leads the global stip-
ply ¢hain for coir and coir prod-

ucts, So it isn’t surprising then.

that the government is doing aill
it can to promote the use of this
versatile fibre from the cocos nu-
cifera tree. The state and the cen-
tral governments have expensed
crores for the fifth edition of
Coir Kerala, a five-day event at
the EMS stadium to promote its
export and boost local demand,
Coir,'which is predominantly
used for matting, mattresses, or-
ganic farming and logistics (rope
and packaging material), is a ma-
terial that has potential beyond

Unlocking potential

~ Accoustic panels: The Institute of Indian Intenor Demgners partnered w:thv
NCRMI to develop coir panels that can be used on walls and ceiling to create
unmatched indoor acoustic systems, Designer Collins Samuel says that coir
has inherent characteristics that allow it to absorb Sound and that these
characteristics have been amplified in the Accoir panels. These panels, he
says, absorb more than 60% of the sound, resulting in little 6r no echo.

Coir dust as cosmetic compact powder: Ama Agyewaa Agyei of Coco
Dourado says that the fine powder that is a residual byproduct in the
production of coiris as soft as the fine compact powder that isused in
cosmetics. Thus, this fine powder can perhaps be used as a cosmetic

the products that emerge from
traditional cottage industries. So
much so that a young entrepre-
neur from Ghana, Ama Agyewaa
Agyei, is exploring the use of coir
dust to clean oil spills from
oceans. “We are doingresearch to
see if’ we can use coir dust to ab-

sorb oil, forming cakes, which can:

then be mechanically removed
from the spill area,” sald Agyel,
“Coir is sustainable. Tt's not that
we want coly, we need coir.”
Material engineer, Professor
Carlo Santuili of the Universita
di Camerino, Italy, cited the ex-

5
ample of hemp fibre being used
to make warm blankets. “This is
no longer the 'case. We've not -
only lost the people who made
the hemp textiles, but we can no
longer find the looms that were
in use. We've lost the expertise.”
The professor stressed that coir
must-be combined with other
plant fibres that are more dura-

~-ble and cost-effective and are
therefore preferred over coir.

- Stall after;stall at the interna-

tional exhibition, primarily had

three productsto showcase ~coir

" mats, coir peeth and mattress

sheets —drilling the point home
that huge investments will have
to be made in coir research and
development to take the industry
forward.
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10! trlbal statues of
Bastar to the Cedar

. art of Lebanon, the.

festival is showcasing
some of the best work

juicy falafel at the'Lebanese stall, tangy Bomba
bhelpurl or the sweet dehghts at the Chattlsgarh

Ref: pmin.2015-02-04.50.228

eeing a footfall of

almost 12,000 visitors

'on the first day,

the Surajkund
International crafts mela is only
getting grander. The fortnight-
long festival, which has its
theme state as Chattisgarh this
year, is showcasing its tribal
heritage and culture that is
still preserved in the forests of
Bastar, and folk dances such as
Panthi, Chaitra, Rawat Nacha
Pandwani, Kaksar, Saila and
Soowa. Among the 18 countries
which are part of this year’s
festival are Uganda, Thailand,
Syria, Uzbekistan, SriLanka and
Vietnam, is the partner nation of

' Lebanon which is showcasing

art, cuisine and local craft. For
the foodies, the festival offers a

number of local delights from .

different states and
countries. One can also enjoy
various cultural )
performances during the -
day and special evenings %
planned for each day.
“Showcasing our cul-

ture and heritage at

Surajkund is a huge push for cul-
tural exchange. India itself has
so much to offer and we are get-
ting a great response,” says

- Zahér Redwan, who is

leading the Lebanese delegation.
“The crowd cheers the loudest
when our performers come on
stage and it’s a great feeling,” he
adds. Here’s a list of all the dos
at the mela. .

ADITYA DOGRA

evenmg with themed performances One <l

Entrance for the
. amusement area

~ witness dance performances from the states of
; - b 3

or those who iovg k
adventure, this ye

“the festival offers a'|

dedmated amusement

. areawith:camel rides

ferris wheels, joyrides |
and other entertainment

+options; The-venue .-
- looks its best at mght
- when the colourful !

lights and music come |
on.. Popular-among the "}

crowd this-yearis the

giant ferris- wheel,

which gives:a. .+ .0
_panoramic view.of the
- mela;.and the
{ helicopter.rides:we

earlier:told you about.
The helicopter tour;..

~priced at Y2000, offers:
-aview:like-no other.. -




