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Banikinkar Patianayak

New Delhi, Jan 29: Textile
mills, hamstrung by a cash

erunch and poor demand,

have been awaiting the re-
lease of subsidies worth
Rs 2,500-3,000 crore for more
than three years now against
investments made under the
Technology  Upgradation
Fund Scheme (TUFS).
Theamountisduebecause

of non-payment of subsidies

against investments made by
textile units during the so-
called black-out period (June
20, 2010 to April 27,°2011) as
well as errors inreporting of
- thedole-outamountbybanks

o the textile commissioner;

sourcestold FE.

The blackout period -
refers to the time when the
government had Thalted

subsidy payment temporari-
ly, seeking to change the
contoursof the TUFSfroman
open-endedschemetoaclose-
endedoneand announcedthe
introduction of. fhe revised
schemeonly from April20311.

To look into the issue, the
government hassetup anin-
ter-ministerialsteering com-
mittee, headed by textile
minister Santosh Kumar
Gangwar, which will soon fi-
nalise a consultant to accu-
rately calculate the subsidy
amount to be paid, although
mills estimate the suhsidy

dues to be a maximum of
Rs 3,000 crore. Onée the con-

sultant submits ifs report,

the panel will consider it
before placingafinal propos-
al for the clearance by. the

‘Cabinet Committee on Eco-

nomic Affairs. '

The government mainly

provides inferest subsidy
agalnstloanstounits, capital
subsidy and limited cushion
against exchange rate fluctu-

The government targeted
to attract investments worth
Rs 1,51,000 crore through the
scheme during the current
Planperiod.

Budget 2013-14 had an-
nounced the continuation of
the TUFS during the 12th
Plan period through 2017
with a subsidy allocation of

. Rs11,952crore.

After a 33% spurt in the
lastfiscal, India'scottonyarn
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ation for investing in new
technology.

The TUFS was introduced
in 1999 to make avallable
fundstothetheiextileindus-
tryforupgradingtechnology
atexisting units as well as to
set up new units with state-
of-the-artfacilitiessothatits
viability and competitive-
ness in the domestic as well
as International markets

.would enhance.

export registration started

- fumbling below the 100

million-kg mark from April
2014, as Chinese demand
faltered. Since the capital-in-
tensive spinning segment
accounts for the bulk of
investments under TUFS,
the non-payment of subsidy
amount for earlier invest-
ments is taking a toll on
the balance sheets of spin-
ningmills.
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Pulling the right strings
Puppets‘made with foam, paper and wood will be part of ishara 2015

By CHANPREET KHURANA

chanpreel.k@livemint.com

Eadi Pudumjee’s south Dethi studio is

playing host to puppets ahead of the

Ishara International Puppet Festival, which

starts next week.
There are Heer and

Waris from the Ishara

people at non-governmental organizations,
including a pink sock-puppet with stringy hair, a
horse-buggy “sculpted” with foam and mario-
nettes. All these will be on sale at the festival.
Going by the Ishara 2015 programme, pup-
pets seem to have outgrown material con-
cerns: They are no longer lim-
ited to rod- and string-
manipulated dolls, but

PRIVANKA PARASHAR/BAINT
’

Puppet Theatre’'s own comprise animation
presentation at the and toys, among other
13th edition of the things. Pudumjee,

festival “Heer Ke
Waris”—“the same
puppets were used in
the film Haider, but in
Kashmiri dress,” says

founder of the Ishara.
Puppet Theatre, says
even an everyday
object such as a
. matchbox can be

the Padma Shri a puppet.
award winner. The The Taiwan-
Kuch Kuch Pup- based Puppet
pet Theatre has a Beings Theatre,
mask replicating for instance,
the grandfatherly will use ebject
likeness of theatre as well
Geppetto and a © as paper pup-
wooden boy for pets in The
Pinocchio. There Adventure Of

_ are puppets Puppets, the story of
“designed by crafts- two carpenters on a

treasure hunt, who
battle monsters and
survive tornadoes.
Each puppet has differ-
ent characteristics.

Masks and dolls: Gep-
petto and Pinocchio for
°. the Kuch Kuch Puppet
Theatre’s show.

Foam puppets, for example, have a flexibility
that is often missing in wooden puppets, and
the life-sized dolls that Pudumjee favours cre-
ate a different impact from the much smaller
glove puppets. A performance, Pudumjee
says, would change completely depending on
the kind of puppet used.

As in previous years, Ishara will have acts
by Indian and international puppeteers. The
Indian acts will include one by Puran Bhat of
the Capital’s Katputhli Colony. Among the
international artistes, the UK-based Finger
and Thumb Theatre’s Drew Colby will depict
Aesop’s Fables in hand shadows; and the SA
Marjonetas, Teatro and Bonecos company
from Portugal will put a new spin on the tra-
ditional European glove puppet performance.

Pudumjee is excited about the perform-
ances by groups from Afghanistan and Iran.
The Safety Pin Theatre group from Iran, he
explains, is adapting the well-known story of
Red Riding Hood to talk about women'’s
issues. “Some very interesting things are com-
ing out of Iran,” he says.

Pudumjee says Indian puppetry is facing
twin pulls—while practitioners like Choiti
Ghosh and Sudip Gupta are innovating in
terms of the kinds of puppets we use and the
stories we tell, there are also examples like
the Bharatiya Lok Kala Mandal in Udaipuz,
which has been holding the same show for 50
years. “Traditional puppeteers have strong
technique. What some of them need is guid-
ance on dramaturgy, production, and telling
newer stories,” says Pudumjee.

The Ishara International Puppet Festival will
be held from 3-11 February, 7.30pm, at India
Habitat Centre, Lodi Road, and Epicentre, Sec-
tor 44, Gurgaon. Tickets, X350, available on
www.kyazoonga.com. The Chandigarh leg of
the festival will be from 5-8 February, 7.30pm,
at Tagore Theatre, Sector 18.
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- Harman serves notice to Shop Clues

- Bengaluru: Harman International (India) Pvt. Ltd said it lssued a Iegal
= notice to ShopClues.com, alleging sales of fakes of its popular JBL brand and »
asking the online marketplace to remove those products from its site. In v
*. . response, & ShopClues spokesperson said the online retail firm is working with.
- the brand to resolve the matter. Brands are increasingly complaining about sales‘
of fakes and secondhand products on online marketplaces, which connect - -
... shoppers with sellers. Apparel brands such as Puma have also issued legal
~notices to e-tailers asking them to pull fake prodicts from sites. MIHIRDALAL .
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Crafts fair: The 29th
edition of the Suraj-
kund International
Crafts Mela istobegin
on Sunday. Final
* touches are now being
giventothe elaborate
arrangements made
for the grand annual
event. Pl
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TALKING

Union urban development minister M. Venkaiah Naidu (second from right)
shakes hands with CH Tamil Nadu State Council chairman Ravi Sam (left) as
Adwaith Textiles managing director T. Chitty Babu (right) looks on at the ClI TN
Conference on Smart Cities in Chennai on Thursday. : — PT!
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Faridabad, 29 January

The 29th edition of the Sura-
jkund International Crafts
Mela is just two days away.
Final touches are now being
given to the elaborate ar-
rangements made for the
grand annual event.

With every passing year it
has grown to the next level of
expertise as far as the ar-
rangements are concerned.
Thistime, thereismore atten-
tion on security arrange-
ments and comfort of the vis-
itors, and attempts are being
made toremove the inconven-
iences faced by visitors and
participants last year. In the

currentedition, Chhattisgarh
isthetheme state and Lebanon
the partner country. Artisans
from 20 countries would be par-
ticipating in the grand event,
the highest so far in regards
to the number of participat-
ing country.

In order to counter any
actof terrorism, SWAT team
will be deployed. In addition
10 SWAT, bomb disposal squad
would also be on their toes dur-
ing the 14-day fair. Quick re-
sponseteamhas alsobeen as-
signed for additional securi-
ty. More than 1,200 police per-
sonnel would be deployed to
avoid any imtoward incident,
said DCP NIT, Faridabad
Sumit Kumar.

In the current edition, Chhattisgarh is the theme state
and Lebanon the partner country. Artisans from 20
countries would be participating in the grand

event, the highest so far in regards to the number of
participating country

To secure the fair ground

andprevent theft at night, 125

night vision cameras have
been installed.
Commissioner of Police
Subhash Yadav said female po-
lice personnel in plain clothes
will also be deployed on the
Mela ground to prevent eve-
teasing. DCP Kumar said be-
sides securing the Mela com-
pound, police are keeping a
check in surrounding slum
areas torule out anti-social ac-

tivities.

Other than security, an-
other major issue is that of
parking. The mela authorities
have demarcated 12 sites for
parking of vehicles. The park-
ing sites have been allocated
inaway so that visitors com-
ingfrom any direction i.e. Gur-
gaon, Delhior Faridabad, feel
comfortable in parking vehi-
cles. Arrangements have been
made to park more than 25,000
carsat atime. Apart from these

arrangements, parking facili-
fies of hotels and restaurants
will be utilised, said Rajesh
Joon, Nodal Officer of Sura-
jkund Mela Authority.

“Since, in past years we
have experienced panic situa-
tion of parking in the week-
ends, we have increased the
total space available for park-
ing this year,” Joon said.

While there were rumours
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the
Mela, the authorities denied
any such proposal. The open-
ing ceremony will be presided
over by Haryana Chief Min-
ister Manohar Lal Khattar and
his counterpart in Chhattis-
garh Raman Singh.




PRESS Iiqu;\q’l_[ATlON BUREAU Dal n | k J ag ran ’ Del h |
GOVERNMENT OF TNaia Friday 30th January 2015, Page: 23

PART BN
Width: 4.78 cms, Height: 5.72 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2015-01-30.32.130

S EEGIRE
S, PR ;s e R
T 7 | U Al Y W s
T AN YE ER A R A AR
W A s vl & Reusr Tw
W W §1 geeifiar d s
FHERA = Wi e ©1 T o) om
We TUTE % Tl W= G=E %
fireaerie 9 e wE UET W F
- Tren iR =l el o 9 s
TR W W e, e
foaferal, safat sfe @ da witge
ST T 2




PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

% e Rt Financial Express, Delhi
SOVERRE S LI Friday 30th January 2015, Page: 13

Width: 6.12 cms, Height: 4.33 cms, a4, Ref: pmin.2015-01-30.27.100

Textile machmery
‘market could double to
45, 000crore in 7 years

THE size of India’stextile machmery mdustry
is poised to.double to ¥45,000 crore inthe, -~
next seven years from the present 222, 000
crore on the back of hew projects and the
envisaged new textile parks, according to
Sanjiv Lathia, chairman, India ITME Society.
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