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Gifts Galore Await US Couple

New Delhi If's likely
that Banarasi silk sari,
designer handioom
garments and other Indian dress-
eswil find their way into the
Obamas' wardrobeafter their
secand India visit this weekend.
While the textiles ministry plans

togiftspecial designer handloom

clothing to the US first couple,

"Prime Minister NarendraModiis

said to be keento gift Banarasi
saris to Michelie Obama. “We
havenot gottheclearances (from
the USEmbassy) vet but weare

hopeful that we will be able to

“present Obama with auniguely

crafted handloomitem,” said SK
Panda, the union textiles secre-
tary, who met representatives of
the Fashion Design Councii of In-
dia and Cottage industries Corpo-
ration Of Indiaa fewdaysagoto
discuss options. Finally, the min-
istry wanted to create three de-
signer dresses each for Barack
and Michelle Obama. Sunil Sethi,
president at FDCI, said the caun-
cithas not beenableto proceed.
with the project. viavarartore
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