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| Bamkmkar Pattanayak

NewDe]hl Jan21: ’l‘heconvo
luted duty structure in man-
madefibres, forlongamajor ir—
ritantinthedevelopmentof the
textilesector,could bealteredin

: syncwithglobalpracticesif the -

latest recommendations of the
textileministry areaccepted by
“thePrime Minister’s Office.
. In a recent presentation to
~Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di,textilesecretarySK Pandais
.learnttohavelistedeightshort-

term initiatives — including

“rationalisation” of duties on
man-made fibres, further sim-

plification of labourlaws, facil-

itating more working capitalto
mills,modificationof theTech-

nology Upgradation  Fund

Scheme (TUFS), increasingcot-
tonproductivity andlaunching
_Cotton Technology Mission IT
—to be undertaken within the

next one year under the make :

inIndia’ programme.
~ Sources said that it's the
first time that the department
of textiles hastakenup theis-
sue of “duty rationalisation”
with the PM, although it has
noted that the approvals of
other ministries are key to
making such plans areality.
Atpresent, whileman-made

fibresattracta12% excise duty,

cotton fibres attract none. Sim-
ilarly, imports of some of the
raw materials for producing
man-made fibres are taxed

heavily, whilethoseof theirfin-
ishedproductsaretaxed lower. _ .
The industry has long heen

-labour laws; fiscal incentives

le dept seeks changein
nade ﬁbres duty reglme_;

:“'-.v.demandlng a reductlon in the ‘
‘excise duty on man-made fi-
.- bres, saying such a disparity is

preventingdomesticproducers
fromscalingupdperationsand,

" consequently, India’s textile

market continues to be cotton-

driven. Such-a situation -also; -

g Puty rationiisatioﬁ instep
with global practices

& Procedure simplification in

z Tweaking of TUFS for
moving up the value chain,
with adequate funds

A ek e e o

& Fasterroll out of mega textile i
parks with ali clearances

m Upgrade of powerlooms
to shuttieless looms; appare! |
prometion

“the EUupto April2015.
- PTAusers,ledbyIndoRama

“Synthetics, hadsaidlastmonth
- thattheCentre’sdécisiontoim-
. pose dumpping duty (in the
- rangeotf 3-14%), along with the

import duty, when thePSFand

PFY attract Just a5% basic cus

B Promotioh of textile machinery
manufacturing within India

zSingle window clearance for
FDI in a time-bound manner

@ FTAs with important markets;
boosting tech and investment . .

hurts India’s export competi-
tiveness in the man-made.tex-
tile segment, While man-made
fibres account for around 70%
of the world’s total fibre con-
sumption, theymakeupforless
‘than20% of domesticdemand.

Moreover, raw materials
such as purified terephthalic
acid (PTA) — used for making

polysterstaplefibre (PSF), fila- -
- mentyarn(PFY)andfilm—at-
Aract a 5% import duty, apart

from an anti-dumping duty in
the range of $19.05-117.09 per
tonne for purchases trom Chi-

‘na, South Korea, Thailand and

toms duty amounts to promot--
ingtheretro grade inverteddu-
ty structure Whereby raw
materials are taxed higher
than finished goods.

The Chemicals & Petro-

“chemicals Manufacturers’ As-

sociation and the Confedera-
tion of Indian Textile Industry
have sought a cut in the excise -
duty on man-made fibres from
12% to6% inrepresentationsto
the Centre recently In a pre:-

‘budgetmemorandum, CITThas

recommended that a 2% excise -
dutyonother Value’-addedprod~
uctsfrom man-madefibres.
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The ongorng Dastkar Desrgn Fair gives a f||||p to entrepreneurs showcasmg garments and
Ilfestyle products usmg |nd|qenous techniques

MADHUR TANKHA

At a time when machine-
made garments and lifestyle
products are inundating mar-
kets worldwide, one can take
pride in some Indian‘families

“for their -adherenceto dis-

tinct embroidery styles and
other handicraft techmques
A 'number of individuals-and
organisations have.dver the
decades put their energies to
ensuring that thé indigenous
arts and crafts of the country
do not become extinct in the
era of mass production.

 Notable among these is~
‘Dastkar,
" Among its many projects is

founded - in. 1981

the popular annual Dastkar
Design Fair, currently on at
Nature Bazaar opposite the

" Chattarpur Metro Station. At
. the exhibition, which contin-
~ues till January 27, talented
- design

entrepreneurs
showcasing products and art-
works using various crafts

* from across the country. .

" Innovative craft design in
handloom textiles, regional

- embroidery styles, garments,

jewellery, accessones are on

“display.

According to Dastkar foun-

are

-designers
crafts.

CRAFT LIS
Mohammad Bilal Khatrz
dzsplaymy his handcraﬁed
work

der Laﬂa Tyabji, who . has
been working with crafts-
persons for - decades with

‘the aim to provide live-

lihood  opportunities = to
women, the focus is on
young entrepreneurs and
working  with
“We identify crafts-
persons through our  ou-
treach programines
involving non government

who is

organisations and entrepre-
neurs. Others apply on their
own. It is heartening to see
‘that youngsters are contin-
uing these traditions in the
‘hope that they. would find
suitable markets in - India
and abroad.” .-

Mohammad, Bilal Khatn
from Bagh village -of Mad-
hya Pradesh follows a fam-
ily tradition of block
printing with natural col-
ours. “No chemicals are
used. We first buy the cloth
from the market; remove
the starch and then mix it

‘with goat dung, raw salt and

castor oil to make natural
detergent. “After immersing

- the cloth for 24 hours, we

pound it with a heavy
object,” he says, describing
the process of preparation
of the fabric.

“Assisted by the tribal, he
churned out ghagra (skirt)
and lugra (dupatta). Then
my grandfather modernised
it further and I have further
innovated "it,” says Khatri,
displaying ~ bed
sheets, suits and saris here.

Though Khatri has got

wide international exposure,
he is a worried man because

the number of families in-
volved in this design are

_ decreasing,

Despite Bagh prints hav-
ing received the geograph-
ical indication in 2008, only

five of the 25 families in his

village are continuing the
tradition of the Bagh prints.
“The Bagh kala will become
extinct “unless the Ministry
of Textiles does something
substantial for its rev1val ?
says Khatri,

From the Valley, Asif
Jeelani Shah is -showcasing
Kashmiri craftsmanship in
zari and Pashmind, which is
made from the hair of
changthang), a special breed
of goat indigenous to ‘the
high -altitudes of the Hima-
layas.

“Pashmina

comes from

"~ Ladakh through Kargil to -

Srinagar, where it is. trans-
ported to villages where

poor, unlettered women me- -

ticulously remove the hair
through a cutter. Later, they
weave it by hand,” says the
entrepreneur.

However, fewer families
are now engaged in this

age-old practice, a tedious

process that requires pa-

‘procuring brocades
“I use brocade in

tience and perseverance.
“We gave Rs.70,000 for
working on a shawl which
took two years to complete,

‘But now this practice is

being discontinued. The
new generation, benefited
from - higher education in
medicine, ergineering and
other fields, is getting better
remuneration.”

Describing herself as a
collector -of old textiles,
Nisha Meherish from Gur-
gaon says she has been
from
Gujarat.
an innovative way on newer
organic fabric. My craftsper-
sons, hailing from Rajasthan
and- Haryana, use appliqué

technique and hand embroi- «

dery.”
Further on, aesthetic As-
samese - silk is vying for

attention where Jeenu is
showcasing stoles, mufflers,
fabrics and blankets pre-
pared in- her factory  at
Kokrajahar,

“My brother, a lecturer,
started the factory to make
available soft skin-friendly
silk products.”

The ~exhibition con-
cludes on January 27.
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) KAETH&L PR
_Banonsale of Chmese thread
The diStI’lCt admlnlstratlon has N
_bannedthe use, sale and stor-~
age of Chinese thread or any-oth- j
* ersimilar synthetic yam used for
fiying kites. The prohibitory
 orders issued by.District Magis-
 trate KM Pandurnag will remain .
. inforce forthree months. —0C



