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Cotton faces rough weather as
slowmg China may hit exports

RITWIK MUKHERIEE

RIGHT days are ahead for the
textile industry, which means

forward .to brighter -days.
’That’s what Arvind Sinha,
national president - of the Textile
Association, feels. Justifying his obser-
vation, he recently said, “If the world
population is slated to go up by one bil-
lion in a few years, increasitlg from. 7
billion to 8 billion by 2020, why is every-
one only concerned aboudt whether
there will be enough food for all of them
then? We should also worry about
whether there will be enough clothes
made for them to wear and enough cot-
ton grown to make those clothes? 1 am
confident that with all the polyester
clothmg we have, cotton fabric Wlll
never go out of vogue.”

This notwithstanding, at this point of -

time, the textile industry in India is
feeling the heat of falling crude prices.
It may have been beneficial for the
domestic economy, but it has‘led to an
adverse impact on the textile industry.
This is because the fall in crude prices
has hampered the economy of coun-
tries like Russia and Venezuela, major
export markets for the Indian apparel
industry. Apprehending a slump, thé
West Asian countries are also in a cau-
tious- mode. With the demand already
down in the US, cotton prices are at an
all-time low.

“Although prices currently show
some improvement on a month-on-
month, basis, average ‘prices of cotton
are nearly 14 per cent lower than a year
ago,”. .said:, Nilanjan Dey, .
Wlshhst Capital Advisor. He indicated
that ekports could see a remarkable fall” *
and India- may face a cotton’ glut this
yeﬁ?

. Consider what the US departmem of
agnculture, (USDA) has to say’ about
India’s cotton exports. In a 'global

report, USDA said India’s cotton export

is likely to -fall by nearly 47 per cent. To
a large extent this fall can be attributed
to a slowdown in China.  Without suffi-
cient exports, too much supply in a
- domestic market could push prices
below profitable levels, analysts said.
Interestingly, cotton output is pro-
jected to drop significantly in India

because of the bad monsoon. However,

even cotton farmers can look

dirgctor,

“40.7 million bales.
‘major producer with better irrigation

ITE PACE Accordin

g fo the estim

despne"hzs fall in output a glut is

expected. “According to the. Cotton
Association of India estimates, a partial
drought could result in a crop- of about
40.2 million bales (of 170 kg each) in
2014-15, Jower than the previous vear’s
Even Gujarat,

facilities, could see a fall in production,
CAI said.

“Lower export demand is pressuris-

ing the prices further down. The state-
run Cotton Corporation of Tndia (CCI)
has procured 41 lakh bales of cotton so

« Wk tes of Cotfon Association. of India, &
170 kg each) in 2014-15 lower thcn T(r\e prewous year’s 40.7 million bales

far this year at the minimum stipport

price (MSP) from key growing states
like Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra.
The CCI. started procurement in
October 2014 at the support price to
protect farmers from sharp decline in
domiestic prices in view of expected

higher production. Indian traders have

shipped out around 1.5 million bales of
cotton this season that bhegan on
October 1. It's nearly half of what was
exported a year ago, trade sources said.
“The country had exported close to 3
million bales in the year-ago period,”

partial droughf could result in a crop of obouf 40. 2 million bales {of -

said - the latest report from Emkay
Commotrade. )
January cotton prices have decisive]y

‘broken below their support at Bs 15,600

levels. Prices.can now correct towards
Rs 15,000 levels. For the week, traders
must look to go short on rise towards Rs
15,400-15,500  zone for targets of Rs
15,000. Our view will be negative till
prices stay below Rs 15600, Lhe report
added. ‘ _ B

riiwikmukherieé'
@mydigitalfc.com
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:On a pleasant
winter evening, Ahmedabad
hosted a fashion soiree, titled
From Huts to the High Street,
on the heels of the Vibrant Guj-
arat Khadi Utsav. This unique
show was organized by the Guj-
arat State Khadiand Village In-
dustries Board in partnership
with the Fashion Design Counc-
il of India to promote handspun
khadi as astyle statement, and
was sponsored by UPL Limit-
ed. The focus of the last fashi-
on week in Delhi was also on
Indian handlooms and artisa-

akhadi shawl. The garland that
was offered to Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel’s statue by the CM
and FDCI was also made of
khadi.

B0

S: Another spec-
ial guest for the evening was
Chitrangda Singh, who, along
with Sethi, presented khadi ha-
ndkerchiefs to the CM. Shelat-
ertold us, “This was a stunning
show, and the fact that it's prom-
otingkhadi is just great. It was
also very heartening to seeloc-
al craftspeople on the ramp.”
The actress was wearing an An-

{L-R) Jai Shroff, CEO, UPL Limited, Sonam Kapoor and
O Ravi, member secretary, Gujarat State Khadi and

Village Industries Board

nal skills. The chief guest for
this evening, which began with
alight and sound show, was Gu-
jarat chief minister Anandib-
en Patel. Set against the his-
toric Moti Shahi Mahal, the
fashion show had sequences
centred on khadi by designers
Anamika Khanna, Rajesh
Pratap Singh and Rohit Bal.
RAMP TALX: While Anami-
ka’s collection reinvented kha-
di with sequins and cape-like
Jjackets paired with statement
jewellery, Rajesh’s structured
jackets, dresses and flowy gow-
ns were paired with snoods. So-
me of the pieces in Rohit’s col-
lection were designs that were
also showcased at the last fash-
jon week in Delhi, but these
were redone in khadi for this

show. Another highlight of the -

evening was when, in keeping -
with Rajesh’s last show where
his colleagues walked the ramp,
thedesigner gotlocal craftsmen
from the Rabari community to
walk for him.

FASH FRAT-ERNIZING: Sho-
‘wstopper Sonam Kapoor wa-
Iked in creations by all three de-
signers rolled into one, since

her outfit consisted of a.choli

andajacketby Anamika, adup-
attaby Rajesh and a lehenga by
Rohit. FDCI president Sunil Se-
thi said, “T've never seen this
kind of camaraderie in the fa-
shion fraternity before, where
all the three designers coopera-
ted and dressed Soriam togeth-
er. In fact, many FDCI board

.. members had also come to Ah-

medabad to attend the show
and support their fellow desig:
ners. Today three designersha-
ve done a show together, somed-
ay 300 designers will do one tog:
ether and promote Khadi.” So-
me of the board members who
attended the show were Anju
Modi, Reynu Taandon and
Abhishek Gupta. FDCI pres-
ented the chief minister with

How to step out
like a diva
& Keep the oce- g
asion in mins
When you pick
an outfit, reme-
mber what the
occasion is-fo
mal meeting, get-
together,
ghtora
the mall.
# Have a state-
ment piece ha-
ndy: It could be
something as
simple as an ov-
ercoat or something as flashy as
a bejewelled clutch. The idea is
to highlight your outfit and dr-
aw the right kind of attention.
You can also opt for tote bags, a
leather belt, thigh-high boots,
cuffs and embellished collars.
@Complement your style with
the right attitude: Project you-
rself like a diva. Don't stouch wh-
ile walking and stammer or st-
utter when conversing.

— Lakshmi.V@timesgroup.com

amika Khanna khadi suit for
the evening. Sonam echoed her
views, and said, “Now that th-
ese designers have presented
such amazing collections in kh-
adi and made the fabric high-
end, the masses will also start
to think of it as a luxury item.
This is a fantastic initiative,
and it was one of the most
incredible shows I've ever
walked for.” Manganiyar vo-
calist Samandar Khanand his
group customized their music
foir the show:

JP Singh
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beautiful backdrop to the show
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he city of
Ahmedabad
witnessed a
fashion
presentation inspired
by the freedom fabric,
Khadi, on Saturday.
Titled From Huts To .
The High Streets, [ e A -
the event had . sl . : WOMAN POWER:
designers Anandiben Patel
Anamika
Khanna, Rajesh
Pratap Singh and Rohit
Bal showcase their
collections to the melodic
folk music of Manganiyar
singer Samandar Singh.
GRACIOUS Adding the glam factor,
AS EVER: Bollywood diva
Carol Chitrangada Singh
Gracias attended the do and actor
Sonam Kapoor strutted
down the runway.
Chief minister of
| Gujarat Anandiben
Patel, designers Anju
Modi, Reynu Taandon,
president of Fashion
Design Council of India
Sunil Sethi and actor
: Muraad Ali were also
GENTLEMAN ; present at the soiree.

Vikram Shroff ARPITA KALA

PHNTN: HTRS

. LADY/IN

- BLACK:

- Chitrangada

+ A R - Singh

=
~ THE CREATIVE DUO: Rajesh Pratap Singh ~ LOOKHERE: Umang
Hutheesing

and Sunil Sethi
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Foodie delight:
Dig into treats
straight from
tribal hearths

Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI: The Ministry of
Tribal Affairs has brought to
the city a food festival that
offers delicacies not servedin
restaurants across the Cap-
itdal. The cuisines, in fact, are
so unique that you may net
gettoeatthemevenifyouare | ;
visiting ‘the region -from | |
where they. originate. So”
waste no time and head to the
Rajiv Gandhi Handicraft
Bhawan at Baba Kharak
Singh Marg, where tribals
from across the country have
set up stalls selling food | |
cooked in their kitchens. The
‘ingredients are simple and | :
unique to the geography.and | |
culture of the place. B

Something for everyone

From wazwan brought by | |
the Sheena tribe in Jammu | :
and Kashmir to dishes pre- | |
pared using millets by the
Kolam tribe in Maharashtra |
to [rula treats from the South.
and Gond delicacies. from |
central India to the unique
fish and pork delicacies from |
the Northeast, the festival of-"
fers something for everyone. - |

One of the unique dishes :
on offer is the bamboo chick-: |
en from Andhra Pradésh;.a
chicken dish prepared in the
hollow of a bamboo.shoot. [

“Rachita, who was enjoying” |
a number of treats- with a |
group-of friends on Sunday |
afternoon, said that she visits
anumber of food festivals but
has ‘Hever tried any thlng SO
umque

Slmple, yet so full
of flavour ‘ .
“Each dish “shows. how
much the tribals depend -on

the forest for their produice. |
It is nice that we can interact.
1
|

~with' the. cooks themselves
before ordering our food. The
"dishes are so simple, yet full
" of flavour,” she says. .
The festival is on till Janu-
;ary 19. Entry is free.
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dustry Tecently, CMAI

. President Rahul Mehta said the -
_ Assoc;aﬁon has ‘asked its- mem- .
.bers to’submit the list of all out-
“standinlg payment as of the De-
~_cember quarter so that it can be
- -uploaded on the website to high-

light the magmtude of the

~problem. . :
Ra;esh Masand Vice Premdent

_Rahul Mehta

conciliation and arbi-
tration sub committée
with 14 members and
payment default committee
with 80 members representing:

all industrial estates in Mumbai.

CMAI has urged all members
to print the arbmatlon clause on
their order confirmation and in-

.voices before collecting com-
«+; plete’details on their customers

and entermg intoa deal



