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/ N-E Mega
Crafts Expoin
"NewDelhi

From Our Spec1al
Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The first edl-?
tion of the North-East Mega‘
Crafts Expo 2015 will com-
‘mence at Dilli Haat here on
Friday,
- The fortmght long expo,-
which is an effort to present-
‘the essence of diversity and.
range of Northeast India's
crafts and culture, is organ-
ised by the Sadar Hills Au-.
tonomous District Council;
“Kangpokpi, Manipur. “Apart:
from handloom and handi-
craft products, ethnic cui-
sine from (Contd in P-10)
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New M’laya House...
(Contd from P-1) programmes to connect with the people and the rest of the world on a
sustained basis,” he said and invited the people.to come and explore the untrodded parts
of the State. He also lamented that the North East has been perceived as conflict zone
‘because the positive things happening around were not captured. s1nce the media por-
- trayed only the negative side of the region in their news.

"There are conflict areas, problem pockets in every state or country and the need of-
the hour is to capture positive things. Let Meghalaya House be a source for connecting:
with the rest of the country through the people of Kolkata," he said and called upon the
corporate bodies in the city to look at the State and the North East for partnership, saying
there are a lot of opportunities for mutual commercial interest that cdn effectively contrib-
ute towards progress and development. . 4 .

The Meghalaya House has three blocks - Block I which includes a basement plus
ground plus five structure comprising of a commercial block with' a total built-up area of
80,950 sq.ft.; Block I which includes ground plus five structure with a total built-up area

-of 41,364 sq.ft. comprising of the guest house and the office block with the reception
area, estate office, dining room, eight numbers of double bedded ordinary rooms, 19

" numbers of double bedded VIP rooms, one VVIP suite and two dormitories, while Block
I comprises of a ground plus five structure, service block for support staff with a total
built-up arca of 135 006 sq. ft. comprising of 12 staff quarters, two ofﬁcers quarters one.
dormitory and drivers' rest room.

The Meghalaya House will not only provide additional accommodation to the visitors
© from the State travelling to Kolkata, but can also be utilized for various out31de-the-State
- activities and important meetings that take place in the city. -

Lapang, who had laid the foundation stone for the building durmg his tenure as Chief
Minister, GAD Minister HDR Lyngdoh and Principal Secretary, GAD, PW Ingty also
spoke on the occasion.

Later, a cultural programme 'the Abode of the Clouds' was presented by the youths |
from various parts of Meghalaya adding colour to the inaugural event. (DIPR)
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f2 Bureaw

Jan 14: The
Southern India Mills' Asso-
ciation (SIMA), the largest
spinning mills association
inIndia, has asked the Cen-
tretodirectCotton Corpora-
tionof India(CCl)tostartits
commereial operations in
Tamil Nadu.

With Tamil Nadu one of
the lowest cotion producing
states, CCI has not under-
taken any commercial or
MSPoperationsinthelast20

“years. But this year, Tamil
Nadu is likely to produce

five lakh bales during win-
ter season and one lakh
bales in the ensuing sum-
mer season. Moreover. the
current marketpricesof ka-
bas (seed cotton) rule much
lower than the MSP opera-
tions and the arrivals are
likelytopickupsoon.
Accordingto SIMA chair-
man T Rajkumar, Tamil
Nadu government has allo-
cated 350 croretoestahlisia
Cotton Cultivation Mission
to increase the production
from ewrrent level of 6lakh
balesto30lakh halesandthe
government has involved
the association in imple-
menting the programme

jointly across the siate,
Tamil Nadu is also
preparing itself to increase
thecottonproduction. neces-
sary steps to be taken {o re-
tainthe existing area under
cotton. Though the country
is likely to export avound 90
lakh bhales daring the cur-
rent season and consume
arcund 300 lakh bales leav-
inga safer closing stock, the
international cotton sce-

naricandChinesecottonpol-
ity are the worrving factors
tor the cotton community
Rajkumar said that the
cotton prices were highly
volatile during the last five
yearsduetovariouslactors.
Rowever if Indiacontinues
to increase i3 nroduction
during the current cotton
seasoll it would become the
largest cotton producing

ISP @p@f&@@ﬁg

country in the world and is
likely to achieve & record
high produetion of over 400
lakhbales.

China, the largest cotton
consumer and importer in
the world, influences the in-
ternational cotton prices. In

. order todeplete its high cost
~ cottonn amounting to almost
two years stock during Feb-
ruary 2014, it came out with
the new Cotton Policy, re-

stricting imports to0 25% of
the consumption and also
extendingover25% subsidy
forthereserve cotton.

This has scriousiv affect-
ed the international cotton
price and from August 2014
onweaids, the New York Fu-
tures remain below 70 cents
asagainstthenormalrateof
over 9¢ cents, the SIMA
chairman pointed out.
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‘Order CCI to buy cotton in TN’

CURBUREAU

Coimbatore, jJanuary 14

The Southern India Mills Assoch

ation has urged the Centre and:

the State to direct Cotton Corpora-

~tion of India (CCI) to commence

MSP operatmns of cotton in Tamll

Nadu.

_ SIMA Chairman T Rajkumar has’ .
sought' Governments interven- -

tion to direct CCI on commence-

~ment of MSP operations to sustain
the confidence of the cotton farm-
ers and progress in the Cotton.

Cultivation Mission.
* The Association has pointed out

that CCI has not undertaken any

MSP operations in Tamil Nadu in
‘the last 20 years despite it being.

one of the lowest cotton produc—
ing States. :

The State’s productlon of cotton
this year is likely to increase to six

- lakhbales, but the market price of
* kapas (raw cotton) is. far lower

than the MSP, the SIMA Chief said.
Drawing attention to the State
Government's allocation of I50

- crore towards establishment of
. the Cotton Cultivation Mission, he

said SIMA will help in 1mplement

“ingthe programme.



