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GUWAHATI, Jan 6 - The perennial prob-
lem of soil erosion, landslides and short life
span of roads due to incessant rains in As-
sam might find a natural solution if govern-
ment agencies take a bold step to accept the
new Jute Geo-Textile (JGT) technology.

The JGT, being aggressively pushed by
the National Jute Board -(NJB), is an
emerging technology which has been
proved as cheaper and much more envi-
ronment friendly compared to synthetic
geo-textile,

Although 170 trial projects were suc-

cessfully undertaken in 22 States by two
Central government and 19 State govern-

:ment agencies so far, no State except for

West Bengal has shown practical interest

in promoting jute in a hig way.

The Government of West Bengal, which
contributes 70 per cent of total jute pro-
duction in the country, has already included

- JGT inits “rate list” allowing it to be used

in relevant construction work and also in
the process of making its use mandatory
for construction of PMGSY and other rural
roads in the State.

As atrial project, JGT was used in con-
structing a 7 km- long road in Tripura,
among 170 projects, in very few other
States in the country.

The Border Roads Organisation has suc- |

cessfully used JGT in slope management

work in the landslide-prone Sonapur area -
along NH-44 hesides a few other nort'h-l.
- eastern States, such as Arunachal, Manipur .

and Nagaland.

Ref: pmin.2015-01-09.6.7

Besuies, NF Railway has procured

80,000 square meters of JGT to be used Garo Hills,
alongside the erosion-prone portions of Jute Commissioner of NJB.

' Subfata Gupta (c) addressing the press meet in Guwahati on Tuesday. — UB Photos

rallway tracks in the region, including in
said Subrata Gupta,

Next to West Bengal, Assam is the big-
gest jute producer in the country, although
there are very few jute mills in the State,
which produce hags and other materials.
But it is yet to start JGT production.

The workshop on JGT was held with the
objective of sensitizing the State govern-

| ment departments about the need for us-
. Ing environment frzendly and cost effec—

tive technology.

Use of JGT also allows the need for a
thinner layer of concrete materials to build
aroad compared to that without JGT, thch

ultimately reduces the cost.

The NJB will hold discussions with the
authorities in Assam so as to explore the

possibility of use of JGT in controlling ero-

sion by mighty Brahmaputraand other riv-

_ers, a perennial problem, in the State.
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Pune:Evenasoneof thebiggest
government procurement oper-
ations of cotton in recent times
is underway in the country, ar-
rivalsof thefibrecroparelikely
to increase substantially after

Makar Sankranti, especially in-

central and south India.
Farmers, who are still holding

the fibre crop, hoping the prices

to improve, are expected to take
out their produce to the market

“ inJanuary and February.

Trade sources said the coun-
tryhasexported 25lakhbalesse
far in the current season, main-
ly to Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Vietnam.

. BS Rajpal, managing director,
Aurangabad-based Manjeet
Cotton, said: “Farmers across
the countrybelievethatthey get
good price if they sell cotton af-
ter the festival of Makar Sank-
rarniti. So the arrivals of cotton
are expected to go up substan-
tially after January 15.”

The Cotton Corporation of In-
dia (CChHhasopened 67 procure-
ment centres in Maharashtra
while Maharashtra State Co-op-

" erative Cotton Growers' Federa-
tion (Mahacot), which is acting
as an agent of CCI, has been

running 100 centres. Mahacot
has procured § lakh guintal cot-

‘tory; the CClLhas procured about

29 lakh guintal, while private
traders have procured about 39
lakh quintal cotton till January
7 in Maharashtra, the second
largest producer of thecrop.

The state is expected to pro-
duce 400 lakh guintal cotton in
2014-15.

Thusmorethan 75% of thecot-
ton still remains to be pur-
chased. NP Hirani, chairman,
Mahacot said, “With only about
one fourth of the cotfon having
beenprocured, weexpectthear
rivals fo go up substantially in
January and February.”

The CCI had procured 41 lakh
hales across the couniry till Ja-

nuary 8 and expects to buy
about the same quantity during
theremainingperiod of the pro-
curement season. The govern-
ment body's procurement has
been most vigorous in the south

-and poorest in Gujarat, the top

cotton producer., '

CCI's share in cotton procure-
ment is about 50% in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, slight-
ly more than 50% in Maharash-
tra while it is about 10% to 20%
in Gujarat, Rajasthan, Punjab
and Haryana. ‘

Infact, 150f thetotal63centres -
of the CCI in Gujarat, which
produces the branded-Sankar
variety of cotton, are non-oper-
ational. BK Mishra, CCI chair-
man and managing director,
said that it expects a rise in pro-
curement in- Maharashtra and
Gujarat in nexttwo months, but
only marginally. “Farmers are
still holding on to cotton in
Maharashtra and Gujarat.
There could be a marginal in-
crease in arrivals in these two
states,” said Mishra. Sources
from mulitinational commodity
trading houses said that they
arestayingoff theprocurement
thigseason. “None of uswantto
huy because we do not see any .
higjump inprices,” said an offi-
cial from a trading house, re-
questing not to quote him.
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LOSING APPEAL The entrance fo the Nokia SEZ in Tamil Nadu where several factories, including that othoi(conn, aré bll‘oc)ate'd

®

The state has unveiled a new automobile policy and is overhauling its bio-tech and textiles
policy to woo investors who are increasingly bypassing it in favour of other destinations

TENARASIMHAN
Chennai, 8January

mong the 10 states chosen by the
Ag:entre to kick-start its “Make in
ndia” campaign is Tamil Nadu.
Despite the closure of the Nokia unit fol-
lowed by Foxconn suspending its opet-
ations in the state, the state government
insists that all is well and that, driven by
the automobile industry, the manufac-
turing sector will continue to grow.
Experts, however, are of the opinion that
given the negative sentiment and with
competition mounting from neighbour-
ing states, Tamil Nadu needs to be more
pro-active in wooing investors.

Tamil Nadu is the second largest state
economy and the second most industri-
alised state after Maharashtra. In 2013-
14, its manufacturing sector growth at
3.53 per cent was higher than the coun-
try's growth rate for the sector at 0.71 per
cent. In terms of gross domestic pro-
duction, the state’s Industry Minister P
Thangamani says Tamil Nadu at 794 per
cent was way ahead of the national
growth rate of 4.94 per cent in 2013-14.

At 42,000, the state boasted of the

. highest number of factories in 2014
..across segments: automobiles and com-

‘ponents, castings and forgings, pumps
and motors, garments and textiles,

. leather, and chemicals and plastics. to
name a few, Alohs with Maharashtra and-

Guiaras, it is also one of the three states
whose manufacturing sector is compa-
rable with that of upper middle-income
countries. The state has attracted
44,402 crore in foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in the last three years and
has seen the signing of 33 memoran-
dums of understanding worth 31,706
crore since May 2011, of which 314,305
crore has been invested.

While the numbers pointto a thriving
manufacturing sector in Tamil Nadu,
experts and industry leaders are worried
that the political situation, power short-
age and competition from neighbour-
ing states, especially Andhra Pradesh,
could come in the way of growth.

Kumar Kandaswami, senior director,
Deloitte India, says Tamil Nadu lags oth-
erstates when it comes to productinno-

vation and scaling up its companies.
Barely a handfiil of companies operating
in the state have a turnover of $1billion,
eventhough they have been in existence
for decades, he adds. Land acquisition is
a challenge too because Tamil Nadu is
one of the most urbanised states of India
and, therefore, land prices there are sky
high. The other obstacle is that about 60
per cent of the state’s industrial produc-
tion happens within 150 km of Chennai.
To push industrialisation beyond its cap-
ital, the state will need to-create social
infrastnicture beyond Chennai to attract
migrant workers. However, with the
power situation in the state’s hinterland
being grim, the task won’t be easy.

Power problems

Though it has traditionally been a
sound manufacturing base for auto and
auto components, Tamil Nadu must
address power issues, bring about trans-
parency and make bureaucrats more
accessible to people, says V Narasimhan,
chairman (manufacturing comrnittee)
of the Confederation of Indian
Industry’s Southern Region. He says till
a few months ago, the state was also
missing a strong leadership, but things
are now beginning to look up. “Nothing
is lost. Tf we move fast. we can regain
what we have lost,” he adds.

At-a meeting with industrialists in
Cmmbatore Jast month, Thangamani
said, “The state government is with you
and will develop infrastructure to meet
the need of theindustries. There may be
some delay in clearances or creating
necessary infrastructure, but the gov-
ernment wants to provide all the facili-
ties to-make Tamil Nadu as the most
industry-friendly state in India.”

“ This assurance reportedly came after
complaints from industrialists that since
J Jayalalithaa stepped down as chief
minister, no files had been moving and

the process of getting approvals had’

become tedious. The state’s political sit-
uation had witnessed an upheaval fol-
lowing the arrest of Jayalalithaa while
she was the chief minister. The political
instability the arrest caused had indus-
trialists worried. Allaying their fears,
Thangamani said, “Our ultimate goal is

DRIVING GROWTH |
Key numbers from Tamll Nadu'* s T
automobﬂe industry -
355 %%’%é%%%i‘:s% units is the' annual
automob;le productxon i
- capadity
1% of India's automobile
.exports is from the state

2% of installed capacity of -

vehicle components isin Tamll '

Nadu

: % 1% of the country SGDPin
2013-14-was contnbuted by
Tamll Nadu ‘

“%”%‘%& ?é%%ﬁ:— ET

woh million’ vehlcles annually
by 2020. :

. % An integrated ultra- mega
automobile and auto
components projects :

‘A rebate of 50r 10 p per centon .
tand procured from State ..
Industries Promotion =~
Corporation of Tamit Nadu'

‘w50 per cont concessionon
. stamp duty and an addittonal,
~ capital subsi dy of 5 per centto -
* automobile hubs..

o  Allow 247 operatzons aswell: -
as ﬂexmxhtym employment e
conditions, includinginthe
working Hours for women and
hiting of comract workers -

torealise the state’s Vision 2023.” Vision
2023 sets a target of 14 per cent growth
per annum in the manufacturing sector
and aims to attract investment of 15
lakh crore across all sectors by 2023.:. .

The minister said that in the next
two years, the state expected an invest-
ment commitment of ¥ lakh crore, a
major chunk of which would come from
the automobile industry. Thangarmani
added that the Tamil Nadu govern-

ment’s target was to increase its auto- -

mobile production capacity to six mil-

lion units by 2020. The current capaci-
ty is 3.55 million units.

Givingthestate amiss

But the question is: Where will this
investment come from? Ford, one of

the early original equipment manu- -
facturers (OEM) that set up factory near -

Chennai, has chosen Gujarat for its sec-
ond facility. It said it was moving out of

the state to be closer to other.markets

in the country. Hyundai, despite run-
ning its plant at 98 per cent capacity, is
yet to announce its expansion plans

and though the company has denied it;

there is speculation that it might be
exploring opportunities in Rajasthan

or Gujarat. Mahindra & Mahindra;

which was supposed to invest ¥4,000

crore to set up an automotive plant, is. - |
yet to get land. Isuzu and Peugeot have - |

decided to invest in Andhra Pradesh
and Gujarat, respectively. France-based
glass maker Saint-Gobain, whose first
plant was set up near Chennai, has also

decided to expand its manufacturing | |
capacity by setting up a ¥1,000-crore |

manufacturing facility in Bhiwadi;

Rajasthan. And the Andhra Pradesh: ]

government recently approved Ramco

Cement’s 2.5 mﬁhon -tonne plant in.

Kurnool district. -
To a question on competition from
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya

Pradesh and Gujarat, Thangamani - 3

said, “People will stone the tree that
béars a large number of friiits.” There
are signs the state is gearing up to pot-

tray Tamil Nadu in a brighter light to

investors. Recently, it unveiled an auto-
mobile policy that focuses on the
future development and consolidation
of the automobile and components
industry. These are areas where the
state enjoys a comparative advantage.
To attract more investment in hard-
ware manufacturing, the state has set
up an expert committee with repre-
sentatives from the industry to evalu-
ate the potential and advise the gov-
ernment on the way forward. The state
government is also planning to bting
out new bio-tech and textile policies:
Tamil Nadu clearly does not want to
lose out in the “Make in'India” race.
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41 akh bales of cotton at MSP

State-run Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) has
procured 41 lakh bales of cotton so far this year
at the minimum support price (MSP) from key-
growing states like Andhra and Maharashtra. -
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_ Cotton body obtams
41 lakh bales this yr

pected high- L

New Delhi, Jan 8: State-
run Cotton Corporation of

- India(CCIhasprocured 41
lakh bales of cotton so far
- this year at the minimum

support price from key

~ growingstateslike Andhra

Pradesh and Maharashtra,
The CCI started the pro-
curement operation at the

. support price from October
. 2014 to pro-

tect farmers
from sharp
declineindo- |
mesticprices §
inviewof ex-

er . produc-
tien.
"Cotton
procure- :
ment ‘has
reached41 lakhbalesof 170

kgeachsofarthisyear Max-

Imum procurement was
from Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, followed by Ma-

‘harasthra,” a senior textile
ministryofficialtold PTL.

About 27 lakh bales of

. cottonhavebeenpurchased

from Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, 7,00,000 bales
fromMaharashitra, 2,20,000
bales from Gujarat and

around 2,00,000 bales from
Punjab, Haryana and Ra-
jasthan, the official added.
Cotton prices in domes-
ticmarket are ruling below
support price of 34,050 per
gquintalforlastfewmonths.
The sluggish trend is ex-
pected to continue due to

poor export demand, espe-

cially from China, amid
- higher local

In global
% markets, cot-
‘| ton  prices
1 have fallen
' substantially
i since last -

were
above 90 cents per pound to
under 70 centsper pound in
December, according to the
US-based  International
Cotton Advisory Commit-
tee(ICAC). The contraction
in China's demand for cot-
ton yarn imports is expect-
ed to cause India's cotton
consumption growth fo
slowto4%,reaching5b.3mil-
lion tonne (24.34 million
bales). PTI
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BY MAHALAKSHMI

Keshaviah, a
weaver for 40 years,
had high hopes that
his expertise in the
Ikat art would fetch
him a better in-

adequate infra-
structure and fi-
nances is not mak-
inghis dreams come true. Pochampally
‘weaves aretie-and-diedesigns, popular-

lyknownaslIkat. Theyareacentury-old =~

tradition and on par with well-known
weaving centres in the south such as
Kancheepuram, Dharmavaram,
Venkatagiriand Gadwal.

Pochampally handloom productsare
well-known in India aswellasintheex-
portmarkets. Ikatisaprocessof tie-and-
dye applied to the yarn, giving it differ-
entshades before it is woven intofabric.
The uniqueness lies in the iransfer of
design and colouring into the warp and
weft threads first. The fabric can be cot-
ton, silkorsico(amixof silkandcotton).
Tkat is the first Indian textile process to
obtain IPR protection under the Geo-
graphicalIndicafions (G Act. Itisiron-
icthatthisartisindeep trouble.

Bhoodan Pochampally, a mandal in
Nalgonda district in Telangana, was
once popularly known as the silk city of
India. In a cluster of over 80.villages, it
was htizzing with Skilful weavers.

come. Butthelackof

"To benefit the weavers, the Pocham-

pally Handloom Park Titd was set up by
35-odd entrepreneurial masterweavers.
Itisanintegrated textile park thathous-
es design, dyeing and weaving facilities

fortextiles underasingle roof. It wasin-

auguratedin2008andhasbeeninopera-
tion for the last three years. Located in
Kanumukkala in Pochampally mandal,
thetextileparkisspreadover24acres.
“We started the park with 550 looms
but due to lack of working capital only
150 looms are currently in operation,”
says Damodar, the director and CEO of
thepark.Ithasoveri6global customers
and earned I3 crore last year and is
hopeful of getting 5 crore this year
“This’is just a beginning in exports. We
are seeing huge demand for this weave
butare unabletofulfiltherequirements
asweneedadditionalfinances,” hesays.
The park is in talks with the state gov-
ernment for infrastructurdl support,
and with bahks and private equity play-
ers for financial support. He says he
needs at least ¥5 crore to revive this
craft. The price of raw material has in-
creased by 45% inthelastfew years.
The park was expected to produce
niche high-end products, to conform to
guality standards, and be flexible in

manufacturing new products through

product diversification and continuous
innovation. It was also expected to pro-
duce custom-made designs, and stick to
timely delivery. All this isdifficult with-
outproper investment coming in.

The GImerk, which was received in

Pochampally handloom products need
immediate support from the governmentin
the form of assistance in marketing, branding
and insurance to the weavers

2005, is yet to give a fresh lease of life to

-the handloom weavers of Pochampally:

“Though thereis a clear shift in the cus-
tomer preference over theyears, thereis
still 2 huge demand for the traditional
and exquisite Pochampally handloom
weaves among high-end customers and
exporters. They have to reach theright
market. The weavers are not properly
paid for their back-breaking work. A
weaver gets only 34,500-38,000 a month.
The irony is that the world’s top 10

Afashiqnable brands are now selling

Pochampally products. The weave has
attracted fashion players such as Reef,
Loft, Calypso, Joie, Ann Taylorforstoles,

- shoes, women wear, scarves, even suit-

case covers. The weavers are in the
learning mode for newer designs rather
than holdingon to conventional designs
becauseof thechange inmarketdynam.-
ics. “Thereisalotof interestfrom Amer-
ican and Europeanretailersfor genuine
handloom weaves in both fabric and fin-
ished products,” Damodar says. But he
hastenstoaddthatthereisneed formar-
ketingsupport. Brand valueisdiminish-
ing due to spiralling prices in the local
market. “There was huge demand for
Pochampally sarees, both cotton and
silk, and we used to sell over 100 sarees a
monthjyearsago. Thoughthereisstilla
lot of consumer interest, prices have
pusheddownsales,” saysasareeretailer.

According to representatives from
the weavers community, the domestic
market for Pochampally silk sarees

used to be $200 crol: a few years ago.

“The market for Pochampally sarees
hasbeen coming down gradually In the
lasttwoyears, wehave witnessed aclear
change in the customer’s choice. They
optforsyntheticand embroidery sarees
over these fraditional Ikat tie-and-dye
sarees, except on certain special occa-
sions. Unsold stock is increasing in the
looms,” therepresentativessaid.

Several representations were made
to the erstwhile Andhra Pradesh State
Handloom Weavers’ Cooperative Soci-
ety (APCO) topurchasethestock forthe
benefitof the weavers. But they are not
willing to purchase stock from weavers
whoarenotmembersof the cooperative
society “This stand of the APCO is not
helping the weaving community, as
nearly90% of the weaversarenotpartof
thecooperative societyandonly 10% are
members. We have made representa-
tions to the state government bt noth-
inghashappened sofar,” they said.

If the government does not come to
therescue of the weavers, the situation
would worsen. Already some tradersop-
erating in Pochampally have downed
their shutters and have turned to other
businessesfor theirlivelihood. Weavers
have also started shifting their base to
the cities to find jobs in agencies which
offer security services to corporates.

Tkat needs immediate support from
the government in the form of assis-
taneeinmarketing, brandingandinsur-
anceto the weavers. There is areal dan-
ger of Pochampally weavesiadingaway
inthenearfuture.
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RPRS gets encouragmg’
response in Darrang district

. CORRESPONDENT

. MANGALDAI Jan 6
: Rau or Padulit Raijor Sarkar
(RPRS), a special pro-~
-gramme to take governance
and the griévance redressal’

~mechanism to the doorsteps
. majority of the applications

- -centred around toilets under.
- Nirmal Bharat Abhijan
(NBA), followed by 1nd1v1du—

‘hasbeenlaunchedin

..Darrang district along with “

' other parts of the State.

- The programme which is ~
. going tocover all the 75 GPs:.*

- of the district in four -

: :d1fferent phases, gota

- satisfactory response from .
:20.GPs on the launch day . on
~Saturday itself,asa total of -
2296 apphcat1ons were |

ment Blocks. Project.
Director; DRDA, Darrang,
~Bivas Modi, who is one of
- the senior officerslooking:
after the programme under
the guidance of Deputy ~
Commissioner; Darrang, -

- and oldage pension under

. schemes under Agnculture
' Handloom & Textﬂe, SRR

. National Food Security Act o
- (NFSA)under Food, Civif -

received under six D_evelop— ‘

" Manoj Kumar while
" - informing this to this
- correspondent said that 115

apphcatmns inan average

! from a GP is considered -

encouragmg asfarasthe
district admxmstratmn is.
concerned. Out of these, the

al mputs from IAY houses

P&RD, other beneficiary:

Supplies and Consumer

- Affairs etc. However, the
 least number of‘applications
© were received for the Health

and Social Welfare schernes

. he added.

However uproanous

© scenes Were Wztnessed when

... the matter of beneficiary
© o selections under NEFSA ;-

IAY and NBA schemes came

Cup for discussionin GPs like:: -
‘ Burha, Sherpur, Aulachowka
teete,

Earher in the mornmg, '

. the programme was kicked

of with the cleanliness

- drives in all government

establishments and

institutions followed by
- inspection of local Angan~ e

: * wadi centres, schools,

- health institutions, Fare .
-~ Price Shops (F PS). People -

-+ were found to be sceptical

_ iabout thefateof the = .7
- petitions received by the - -

. departments. Twenty
. different teams with nine

“

officials in addition toone .
woman member and a local .

* social worker in-each GP
" has been formed for the
* programme which will

conclude tomorrow.
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M. Soundariya Preetha

COIMBATORE: The Cotton Cor-

poration of India (CCI) plans

to “start selling the -cotton,
which it purchased at the
minimum  support price

(MSP) from the market, from’

January 15. _
CCI director (marketing)

- M. M. Chockalingam told The

Hindu that the Corporation
had so far purchased 40 lakh
bales. ‘It “planned to sell

10,000 bales every day and . = ' ' ,
“the MSP. The total purchases.
by the Corporation this sea- .
~son’ (October, 2014, to Sep- |,
tember, 2015) at MSP is
-expected to go up to 100 lakh |
“bales. B

measures would be taken to
ensure there was no fluctu-
ation in prices. oS

. The €CI was now presefxfi
in 341 centres and purchasing

cotton actively in about 150
centres.
In the southern States, the

.CCI purchased 70-80 per
* centof arrivals and in Gujarat

and Maharashtra, it was
about 10-15 per cent of spot
arrivals. Traders are active in

" these two States, and are pur-

chasing cotton at more than

Trade sources here said ar-
rivals had picked up, and over

_two lakh bales of cotton were

coming to the market every |
day: Though there were no

~quality issues, export demand

was almost nil and domestic
mills were buying only limit-
ed stocks.




