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DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 4

National Handloom Dev-
elopment Corp. (NHDC)
has organised Silk Fab
exhibition in the city to
provide a platform for
handloom weavers from
different states to mar-
ket their products.

An initiative of the
office of the Devel-
opment Commissioner

for Handlooms, ministry
- of textiles, the exhibition

would be open to public
from 11 am fo 8 pm upto

- January 7 at Kama

Sangham, Ameerpet. :

The event, which has -
seen the participation of
75 agencies from 14
states, will have on sale
products such as Pocha-
mpalli, Gadwal, Dharm-
avaram, Paithani, Kanji-
varam, Banarasi,

-Jamdani, Baluchari, and

Ikkat, to name a few.

The handloom sector of
India employs 45 lakh
persons directly or indi-
rectly, which is next
only to agricultural sec-
tor in the country.
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TN youth for
dhoti culture

CHEMNNAL DHMS: Five months
after the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment protested against the de-
nial of entry to a high court
judge at a city club for wearing
Dhoti, the traditional attire has
become popular among the
youth, with the Gen-X celebrat-
ing “Dhoti-day” on Tuesday
with joy and enthusiasm.

Though the “Vesti Day” is
observed by the state-owned
Co-optex every year, it was not
popular among youngsters.

On Tuesday, many students
across Tamil Nadu wore dhoti
to college. ’

“I feel proud wearing the
dhoti, which symbolises the

fT B » 7 . 1 Ll g : i 5 ; 5 . . €
%glntﬂgfegh :tmhﬂlrg ;S;r’ sfﬁl%rﬁ BRIGHT AND BREEZY: Students from a private college in Chennai are clad in dhotis to
ata privaté college. celebrate ‘Vesti Day’ on Tuesday: DH PHOTO
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Lucknow: Earrings, brace-
lets and neck-pieces made of
multi-coloured glass beads
are a handicraft with roots
in villages of Varanasi. The
exclusivity of these beads The exclusivity of these beads
called  ‘kaanch ke moti’ called ‘kaanchke moti’ would
would remain intact with  remainintact with the tag
Geographical. Indication

: Registryof Indiaagreeingto

i certify the handicraft.

'~ An application to this ef-
fect was presented last year
by export promotion com-
missioner, department of"
small scale industries and
Banaras Glass Beads Associ-
ation. “The application has
been accepted and a gazette
notification on it has been is-
sued. The certificate would
be awarded after March

¢ whenthemandatory waiting

" period is over,” said Chinna-

i - raja G Naidu, assistant regis-

* trar of Trademarks and Geo-
graphical Registration India.

Alok Kanungo—assis- -

: tant professor, archaeology

¢ department, IIT Gandhin-

gar, who has studied the
glass beads of India—finds

* Varanasi glass beads

i unique. “The technique

i used in Varanasi, called

: lamp winding, makes ‘it

* unique,” hesaid.
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Resource pool T ale Nadu has 50 f'ar registered 24 geographwal mdwatwns, whzch anlude the nghts for the

popular Kanchipuram silk.
1P RIGHTS

By C.H. UNNIKRISHNAN

ch.unni@livemint.com

MUMBAI

F E Yamil Nadu has emerged as
the top Indian state to pro-
tect its natural products and

industrial skills by filing the

highest number of geographical
indications (GI) since India
established the system of pro-
tecting such intellectual prop-

_erty (IP) rights in 2003.

GI is an IP tag on natural and
industrial products and tradi-
tional-skills ‘that is exclusively

associated with -a particular
place of origin.

This not only protects the
commercial rights to these
assets but also helps the local

community to reap their bene-.

fits. ]
Typically, a GI tag conveys an

-assurance of quality and distinc-

tiveness, essentially attributable
1o the fact of its origin.
Tamil Nadu has so far regis-

tered 24 geographical indica-
tions, which include 'the rights’

for the popular Kanchipuram

silk and Thanjavur paintings. It

Tamil Nadu leads in ensuring

has filed 26 more applications

for geographical indications that
are still pending, taking the total
to 50.

‘Uttar Pradesh and Maharash- '
tra were joint second with 39 GIs -

(both registered and pending)

till December 2014. Goa and

Punjab claimed the least with
two each.

India, as a member of the
World Trade Organization .
(WTO), enacted the Geographi-

cal Indications of Goods. (Regis-*~
tration and Protection) Act in~
- 1999, ‘and -the law came mto

force with effect from September
2003.

A higher number of GI regis-
{rations from a state indicates
the diverse resource pool and
skills set that it can claim for
exclusive commercial exploita-
tion.

It also reflects the level of IP
awareness in order to protect the
traditional assets in the new IP-
driven economy. "

India’s GI registry, which is
part of the office of the Control-
ler General of Patents, Designs
and Trademarks, has for the first
time updated the data on total
GI registrations and filings in the
country from September 2003 to

‘December 2014 (the entire

period for which the GI reglme
has been in effect).

Geographical indications have -
also been registered in India by
foreign countries for tapping the
local market. One of the most
popular among such foreign-
assets registered in India is
Scotch whisky, reglstered by the
UK since 2009.
~ Although the Indian Gl regis-
try has a llSt of some 490 geo- -
graphical indications, there are
only nine from overseas. These
include Champagne and Cognac-
from France, Parma ham from

Italy, Tequila from Mexico, Porto

and Douro from Portugal and
the range of wines from Napa
Valléy in the US.

Some "well-known products
protected by Indian states’
include Darjeeling tea, Tirupati
laddu from Andhra Pradesh,
Muga silk from Assam, Goa's

Feni, Kashmir's Pashmina wool,

Mysore Agarbathi, Bangalore
Blue Grapes, Alleppey Cmr and
"Malabar Pepper.

" A Gl is registered for an mmai ‘
period of 10 years, which may be
renewed from time to time.
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At Barefoot College, where skill

AMRUTALAKHE
TILONIA, RAJASTHAN,
JANUARY 6

IN the small activity centre in
Tilonia, students are hard at

‘work. In one room, sixwomen

are busy making cotton sani-
tary napkins. In another,

, some women are carefully

soldering integrated circuit
boards for solar panels. Out-
_side, older women are learn-
ing how to stitch handicrafts
thataretogoonsale. =~ -
‘We are at Barefoot Col-
.lege, an institution that teaches
rural mén and women, semi-
literate toilliterate, how to be-
come solar engineers, para-
- medies' and  doctors.
| Conceptualised ™ by +Sanjit

" Bunker Royin 1972, the school ™

t

International students undergoing training in solar
engineering in Barefoot College's six month

programme.

that started out with the goal

of eliminating water scarcity in
rural India has been empow-
ering village by making them

sustainable. “I went to the
wrong school, wrong college sities
: meetlocal entrepreneurs v
“Aftermy education, Ihad

and came back withalot of ar-
rogance,” said ‘social activist

AMRUTA LAKHE .

andfounderofthe school Roy
at the‘”eve,nt where 450 entre-

. prenetits fromacross the coun-
: tryhavg;been ontheJagrm Ya-
tra, a train that has carried.

is valued more than degrees

-alot of fancy degrees and was
told that I could overcome any
problem. Then I went to a vil-
lage in Bihar to help with the
faminein 1966, and that experi-
ence of notbeing able toadapt
toevenasmallvillage changed
mylife,” said Roy. ,

Angry at the state of vil-
lages, hestarted an experimen-
tal school in Tilonia that would
teach basic applicationsof en-
gineering, medicine and arts
to villagers. The school has
produced more than 6,500
handpump mechanics, solar
engineers, FM radio operators
and dentists, astonishingly
mostlywomen. “For people in
rural India, a degree is irrele-

- vant. Knowledge ismoreim-
, portant So I wanted to elimi-

nate that question,” Roysaid.




