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Curbs sought on gatton expors

NEW DELHE: The textile indstry has asked the

™ government to check speculative registration
forexports by cotton tradérs to increase

. prices in the domestic market. Ina Jetter to
the commerce and textile ministries, the
industry has said the actual exports were
muich lower than the quantity registered for = -
e€Xports resulting in a hike in domestic prices.
The Confederation of Indian Textile Industry
sald registration of contracts with the textile -
commissioner for export of cotton had .
already crossed 42 lakh bales, but the actual
shipment till date is only 7 lakh bales.
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‘ Cotton arrivalsin Iocal markets in the crop year that
. began on October 1'totalled 7.31 million bales (of
170 kg)as of December 4, up 2.1 per cent, data from the

state-run Cotton Corp of India showed on Tuesday.
Daily arrivals increased to around 1,85,000 bales, from
around 1,60,000 bales a day the previous week, the
data showed. In Gujarat, arrivals rose 765 per cent
from ayearago,to 2.70 million bales. In aharashtra,” |
arrivals were down 8.4 per cent at 1.2 million bales .
Arrivals in northern states fell 14 per cent to 1.64 - |

~ million bales and declined 31 per cent to 1.07 million

* balesin the southern States. -~ Dow.Jones




Hope on

Zia Haq
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NEW DELHE: This year, the barren
fields of Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka have
seen a glimmer of hope. After
years of turmoil due to crop fail-
ure and mounting debt,
farmer suicides have gone down
considerably.
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Surprisingly, the recovery

comes in a drought year.
Experts attribute this to

an aggressive farm credit poli-

cy. The last two years saw soft.-

credit flow into stressed
farmhands despite the global
casherunch, a loan waiverof
Rs 60,000 crore — slightly more
than what India spends for its

- military upgrade — and an

almost 50 per cent hike in min-
imum support prices (MSP)
of major commercial crops.
All this helped ease the bur-
den on farms, the experts said.
MSP is the pricesetbythe

the farm:

government for the grainit buys,

which also serves as the base

price for-private traders.-
The suicides haven’t

stopped entirely but gov-

ernment data suggests a pro-
gressive drop between 2007
and 2009 (see box). In
Maharashtra, for instance, the
number of suicides went down

from 627 to 259 in just a year. -

“Despite the recession,
farm credit targets were met,”
said S. Mahendra Dev, whowas
a member of a committee
set up by the AndhraPradesh
government to probe suicides
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Suicides show steep fll

STAYINGALIVE

by cotton farmers between
2001 and 2003.

Dev, who currently heads
the Commission of Agricultural
Costs and Prices that fixes
MSPs, said that in the last

” two years, higher MSPs also

played a key role. “Support
prices increased by up to 50
per cent for all major cash
crops,” he said.

In Maharashtra and
Andhra Pradesh, the incomes
of cotton growers increased by
Rs 8,000 for everyl0 quintals
of yield per acre after MSP was

hiked from Rs 1,700 in 2007 .

to Rs 2,500 in 2008 for small
variety cotton and from Rs1 ,900
to Rs 3,000 for the long staple
variety. '

Then came the Agriculture

'Debt Waiver and Debt Relief

Scheme, in 2008. According to
agriculture ministry figures,
3 crore small farmers and
68 lakh “other farmers” bene-
fited from it.

The government is dis-

" bursing funds tolendinginsti-

tutions in a phased manner, and

. hasalready released Rs 40,000

crore.
'CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

. Thanks to government policies, the
‘worst of the agrarian crisis is behind us -

| Mabarashiva
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Steep drop in  farm suicides this

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“Now the government has set
up a task force to look into the
matter of farmers who'd taken
loans from private lenders and
are not covered by the waiver
scheme,” a ministry official,
who dldn’t want to be named,
said.

According to government
data, farm credit flow went

Hindustan Times, Delhi

Wednesday, 9th December 2009, Page: 1
Width: 16.76 cms Height: 5.72 cms, Ref: pmin.2009-12-09.51.46

A e ST
up from Rs 86,981 crore in 2003-
04toRs 2,87,149 crore in 2008-

09. .
From the 2006-07 kharif
(summer) season, farmers have
received loans up to Rs 8 lakh
at 7 per cent interest. An addi-

tional subsidy of 1 per cent is

being paid from this year as
incentive to those repaying
short-term loans on time.

Activists, however, greeted
the government data with cau-
tion, saying the bulk of suicides
are passed off as non-farm sui-
cides.

“There is pressure on the
administration to downplay sui-
cides because of political, com-
pensationimplications. Suicides
are continuing in Adilapad in
Andhra,” Kavitha Kurugnathi

year

of the Hyderabad-based Centre
for Sustainable Agriculture

"said.

She said district revenue offi-
cials are briefed to attribute'a
majority of suicides to non-
agrarian causes.

But Dev responded: “We
think the thrust on farm cred-
it has definitely helped bring
suicides down.”





